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TO^HE 






£arl of charlemont. 

&9l»j&c. &c. 



#^ As a Member of the Royal 
Academy, permit me, my Lord, to 
addrefs an Irifli edition of the tranf- 
lation of the Political Balance of 
Europe, to your Lofdfliip — ^a com- 
prehenfive work, which has claim to 
the attention of an informed, and of 
an extenfiv^e traveller, 

a In 
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In addrejfling it to you, I muft 
recoiled with fatisfaiSion, thofe 
parliamentary labours, fo often ex- 
erted in concert with your Lord- 
flup; — whofe reputation and ge- 
nuine patriotifin, have been fo juftly 
ratified by public difcernment, and 
conftant approbation. 



I have the honor to be. 

Your obedient humble fervant. 



MOUNTMORRES. 



.ONDON, Aug, 14, 1790. 
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PRELIMLNARY. 



A HE fpirit of the firft works, 
frequently evaporates in tranfla- 

tions J as the effence of either is 

often loft, when poured from one 
vial into another. The Tran* 

flator offers this work in an 

Engli/h 



(-vi) 

Englifh drefs, with a diffident 
hand, to the impartial tribu-nal 
of the Public — If he fhall have 
fucceeded in reprefenting the 
genius and capacity, which per- 
vade the treatift on the Danger 
of the Political Balance of Power, 
he conceives that he fhall have 
given fatisfadion to the. intelli- 
gent, — information to the po- 
litical, — and amnfement to the 
many. 

In 



I 



( vli . ) , 

In this work, the rapid 
progrefs of Ruffia, in fome- 
what more than half a century, 
from civilization to preppnde- 
rance in the general fyftem-^ 
the dethronement of Peter the 
Third — the acceflion of Cathe- 
fine— the fubjedion of Cour- 
land — the appointment of a 
King of Poland, the nominee of 
Ruflia-^the partition and dif- 
memberment of that country 

— the 



( viii ) 

—the Leonine convention with 
Frederick the Great, and with 
Auftria — the Turkifli wars— 
the policy of the Czarina— the 
interefts of Denmark — the con- 
flitution, the charader, the re- 
volution, and prcfent ftate of 
Sweden — above all, the agita- 
tion of the great queftion, of 
the confequenc€ of the fub- 
jedion of Turkey, and the 
eftablifliment of Ruffia in the 

Mediterranean, 



. ( ix ) 

Mediterranean, and its impor- 
tance to the maritime powers, 
are moft happily difplayed. 



The idea of any Hate ob- \^^ 
taining a general afcendant, 
may, or may not, be a chimera ; 
but human affairs revolve in 
the fame circle j vv^hat has hap* 
pened, may happen again; and 
novelty is but forgetfulnefs. 
Hiftory would be the . amufe- 

a % ment 



( X ) 

mept of children, and not the 
inftrudion of men, if the paft did 
not prepare us for future events, 
and guide us through political 
ma^es, with antecedent informa- 
tion. 



The Ruffian troops have 
appeared with the greateft 
efFeds in the wars of Europe j 
Sweden and Ruffia have, at dif- 
ferent periods, experienced their 

obftinacy 



( xi ) 

obftnacy in the battles of 
Pultowa, and of KunerfdorfE 



With Ruffia we have had 
connedions, treaties, and al- 
liances, fince the firfl inter- 
courfe with that country, in 
the time of Edward the Sixth. 

* M 

In a political view, little ad- 
vantage has flowed from that 
connedionj perhaps the only 
inftancc where fhe appeared 

on 



( Xli ) 

on the political ^ theatre in our 
favour, was at the clofe of the 
fucceflion war, in 1747, when 
a body of Ruffian troops were on 
their march to countera6t the 
effedls of German difcipline' 
in the French troops, and the 
vi£lories of Saxe, and Lowendhal, 
in Flanders, 



Our trade with Ruffia for na- 
val ftores, according to this work, 

produces 



( xiii ) 

produces a million of unfavour- 
able balance againft this country. 
By more accurate accounts from 
our own Cuftom-Houfe books, 
eight hundred and twenty thoa- 
fand pounds *. — Conjedure and 

accuracy combine to form a total, 
which it will be our policy to Icf- 
fen, by producing thefe articles 
among ourfelvcs. Contrary to 
that policy which obtainecj, with 

regard 

* Chalmers. 



( xiv ) 

regard to Ireland, in 1750, which 

r 

cannot be here enlarged upon : 
the feed, the acorn of this great 
meafnre, has been planted in 
Ireland this laft feffion, by a law 
to encourage the export of Iri(h 
fail cloth, a meafure hitherto dif- 
countenanced here, though it 
was recommended to the Britifh 
Parliament, at the beginning 
of thi^ century, by Lord So- 



mers *, 



' Preju- 

* Lords' Journal, vol. XVII. p. 485. ^ 



( XV ) 

I 

Prejudices there are, no doubt, 
againft noble, and againft royal, 

authors— envy exacts a compro'^ 
mife from men in exalted ftati- 
ons 5 flattering mifconception 
and felf-Iove have eftabliftied an 
opinion, that men who are above 
the reft of mankind in fome, 
fhould be lower than the reft of 
f their fpecies in other refpcds j— 

but fortuitous advantages do not 

n 

alter 



( xvi ) 

alter the real charader — feme and 
reputation are prizes which may- 
be allotted to any defcription 
of men ; and we muft admire 
thoie who quk exalted ftations 
to enter into the common lift, 
who ftart in the popular race, 
and labour to gain the prize, by 
furpaffing mankind in the beaten 
tracks, and the common high 
road, of life. 

Of 



( 3tvii ) 

% 

Of royal authors the catalogue 
is fmall, though fplendid inftan- 
ces occur in the annals of litera- 
ture — The arm which wielded 
the moft fuccefsful fword, di- 
reded a pen with fimilar abili- 
ties : — the Commentaries of Cas*? 
far were di dated by the fame 
fpirit with which he fought. If 
an enlightened period was pof- 
feffed of a fage whofe divine ge- 
nius ranged through the immen- 
' . fity 



( xviii ) 

fity of fpace, revealed the myf- 
teries of nature, and gave to 
time and to motion mathematical 
laws, the annals of the thirteenth 
century, the age of obfcurity 
and darknefs, record the fcience 
of Alphonfus the Wife, king 
of Arragon, the autlior of the 
Tables which bear his name; 
who cultivated philofophy and 
the abftrad fciences upon a 
throne.— If Frederick the Great 

appeared 



( xi.x ) 
appeared the foremoft chara<3er 

/ 

on the theatre of Europe, it is 
well known ihat he has eternized 
his fame in a pofthumous work, 
dedicated to candour and to 
tru#I :— the prince who has fur- 

prifed Europe with the eclat of 
his vidories, with the courage 
of the twelfth Charles, without 
his temerity, will not lofe repu- 
tation, upon an attentive peru- 
fal of this work ; and the Pub- 
lic 



( XX ) 

He muft be pleafed with the pro- 
dudion of a monarch, who ap- 
pears to bring the genius of his 
great predeceflbr to appear once 
more upon the llage, and to re- 

4 

vive the glories of Gufl^jrus 
Adolphus. 
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CHAP. L 

Introdu^im.'^Riijffian Politicks before the 
Reign of CatSerine the Second. 

FSl Kingdom, almoft unknown in 
Europe during the laft century, and 
gradually aggrandized at the expence 
of all her neighbours, whofe civili- 
zation contributed only to make con- 
quefts, has menaced, for forty years 

B the 



( « > ^ 

the political balance of power : — Swc- / 
den, Poland^ Turkey, Pruflia, and 
Germany, have experienced the ef- 
feels of her enterprizing fpirit j — all 
the courts of Europe had experi- 
enced her infolence before that tra- 
gedy, to which Catherine the Second, 
owned her elevation to the throne. 

. Since that period, from the Gaf- . 
pian fea, to the ftreights of Gibraltar, 
there is no country of which Ruffia • 

has not difturbed the tranquillity, • 
or alarmed the precaution :— every 
year has produced new defigns, which 
arofe evidently from one general 
plan, and their^ execution has found 
no other obftacle, than that which 
has arifcn from the revenues of that 

empire. 



( 3 > 
empire, which were <rften ftretched 
fo far, as to need a temporary repofe 
from the abufe of power, and the 
prodigality of governoient : but 
^ their exhaufted revenues, have not 

created the fecurity of other ftatesj 
for, the hand of power, tired with 
the exertions of open violence, pre- 
|*^v pared for them a war not lefs dan- 

gerous, a war of negotiations : cea- 
fing to become the prey of the fwqjrd, 
they had ftiJl to encounter her arti- 
fices, her intrigues, and negotia- 
tions; the interior of that empire, 
prefented a theatre of divifions, of 
trouble, and diforders, of which 
the fprings and machines^ were fabri- 
cated at Peterfburg ; at length, after 
having excited power againft pow- 

B 2 er, 



r 4 ) 

er, and intereft againft intereft, in 
the neighbouring ftates, the Em- 
prefs of Ruffia predominated alone 
in that vaft anarchy, diftated laws 
through her Ambafladors, and pre- 
vented all the combinations of re- 
iiftance. 

This portrait is engraved, from 
a faithful reprefentation of the laft 
twenty years hiftory of the North, 
and of the Levant* — Europe has feen 
at one time, the Ottoman Porte 
menaced with an invafion, of which 
Afia herfelf, could not Kmit the con- 
fequences : her tributaries corrupted, 
her allies bribed, or intimidated, the 
Crimea enflaved, Sweden under the 
yoke of ^ faftion, fubfervient to 

Ruffia, 






I 



J'^ 
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Ruflia, faction difcomfited without be- 
ing altogether fubdued, and reviving 
by the fame proteftion which has plung- 
ed that kingdom, into an univerfal 
decline ; Poland equally punifiied 
from the defeds of her conftitution, 
devoured by Ruffian troops, enflav- 
ed, difmembered, treated in every 
light a3 a Ruffian province: Cour«- 
land reduced to the loweft fiate : the 
Council of Denmark governed by the 
fame influence j Pruffia infulated in 
in the midft of two vaft empires,, 
whofe mafqued batteries could play, 
on the firft alarm, upon the great 
Proteftor of the Germanic liberties ; 
the reft of Europe, tranquil and indif- 
ferent, ading the part of a fpedator, 
but not that of an arbiter. 

In 
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t 

In this crifis^ the Ottoman Porte 
tired of buying peace with vaft con- 
ceffions, which enabled her enemies 
to compel her to make farther pur- 
thafes, was roufed from her lethargy, 
and her example awakened othei^ 
powers, who participated fecretly in 
her juft refentment ; each of them, 
was anxious, and engaged in the 
hope, or apprehenfion, of what they * 
had to gain, or to Ibfe in this con- 
flift, in which a moiety bf Europe 
was engaged ; and from Italy, to the 
verge of the Baltic, this great quef- 
tion was difcuffed : — what would be 
the confequence of a war^ which would 
ff read its baneful effe^s^ in limitting ,ihe 
overbearing power of Ruffia ?-— Where 
fads fpeak, a chain of reafbning is 

ufeleis : 



i 
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ufelefs: hifiory is here alone the 
torch of precaution— from the ope- 
ratioil of the fame caufes, the fame 
eflfefts are produced ; the events which 
, have pafled, prepare us for thofc 

which are to come; and hence the 
folution of the problem of the confe- 
quences of the prefent war, demands 
the . examination, 'of this original 
quefiion :— wA^/ have been the perma^ 
nent principles of the fyijjian Courts and 
their effeSIs upon the reign of the Second 
Catherine ? 



,To refolve this queftion, we muft 
rejeft the fophifms of inconfiderate 
politicians^ and the allegations of ma« 
nifeftos ; truth here repofes upon pub- 
lic notoriety. — ^Let u& examine the 

chain 



( 
h 



e examina- 
ions, upon 
balance of 
: thefe pow- 
livc to thdr 



Wdleofthe 
eenth, thcfe 
,j of Ruff«' 
it, than that 
adtfcription 
ifTactai— tat 
trgy than ge- 
more by the 
than by the 
, a face-""' 
■giflator 
loffus 1 



( 9 ) 

had been buried in a barbarous ob- 
fcurity, they fprung at once, to a 
ftation of preponderance, and of pow- 
er before Europe could, well recog- 
nife their character. 

Thb new empire entered rapidly 
into the general fyftem, and inime- - 
diately announced thar predominat- 
ing defigns, with forces, proportion^ 
ed to their extenfive ambition :— 
at their head appeared a defpot, abfo- 
■Jlite matter of the eighth part of the 
habitable Elobe, of opulent, mines. 



( 8 ) 

chain of- consequences : the examina- 
tion will lead us to conclufions, upon 
thcL due ftability of the balance of 
power, which muft afFeft thefe pow- 
ers, who are moft inattentive to their 
own interefts. 

In the period of the middle of the 
reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, thofe 
who had heard of the name of Ruilla, 
annexed no other idea to it, than that 
which is connefted with a defcription 
of Tartars and of ColTacks; — but 
when a man of more energy than ge- 
nius, formed to govern more by the 
impulfe of his paffions, than by the 
flow empire of reafon, a fuccefsful 
warrior and a tyrannic legiflator, Had 
raifed up this vaft ColoffuSj which 

had 
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had been buried in a barbarous ob- 
fcurity, they iprung at once, to a 
ftation of preponderance, and of pow- 
er before Europe could, well recog- 
nife their character. ' 

« 

This new empire entered rapidly 
into the general fyftem, and imme- . 
diately announced their predominat-* 
ing defigns, with forces, proportion- 
ed to their extenfive ambition : — 
at their head appeared a defpot, abfo- 
^tlte mafter of the eighth part of the 
habitable globe, of opulent mines, 
of a hundred provinces, whofe. na- 
tives were inured to all extremities 
of rigors of climate, of hunger, of 
want ; warlike from the favage ha- 
bits of their laws ; difciplined by the 

B 3 feverc 



fevere preffure of deJ|)otifni ; infen- 
fible of fear ay they were infenfible 
of mifery ; obftinate in combat j 
ftrangers to fear and to dcfertion : 
calculated for conqueft and deftruc- 
tion, more than for defenfive war ; 
and fubliituting iFanaticifm, for emu- 
ktion and patriotifin : — fuch were 
the peopk whom Peter the Great 
coUefted from the norlh of Europe, 
and from the northern limits of Ger- 
many, when he founded the capital 
of his empire at Peterlburg. 

V ■ 

From that period the 'Views, and 
(exertions, of Ruflia were enlarged ; 
they were no longer bounded by in- 
cur fions into the Afiatic countries: 
xniftreis of a marine in the Baltic, her 

influence 
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influence was an interefting concern 
to all the maritime powers ; her nu- 
merous and warlike armies could ea- 
fily invade Poland, Sweden, Den- 
mark } defolate that part of thofe 
ftates which fhould oppofe her, and 
fecond the efforts of their enemies ; 

from thence iffues the neceflary influ- 
ence of the Court of Peterlburg 
among the fouthern, and weftern 
powers, who may engage in the hof- 
tilities of the North, or of Germa- 
ny; affuredly the moft penetrating 
politician could hardly believe, at 
the peace of Newftadt, in 1721, that . 
, twenty -five years afterwards, a king 
. of France fhould give the daughter 
of the firft Peter, the title of the 
Mediatrefs of Europe, that a RuflSan . 

army. 



( lO 

army, fhould approach the Rhine at 
the requifition of England, and that, 
in the fubfequent wars, the RufSans 
fliould pillage the capital of Branden- 
burg. 

From the fame caufes the alliance 
of this court, was folicited according 
to exigencies: the other extremity 
of Europe ambitioned her alliance^ 
and there were few political interefts 
in which Ruffia might not engage, 
fince they weighed fo confiderably in 
the political fyftem of the neighbour- 
ing fiates, and in .the general balance 
of Europe. 

To thefe they United the advan- 
tage of being feldom liable to a^ 

upon 






(. 13 ) 
upon the defenfive, to find weak 
ftates placed as feeble barriers be- 
tween them, and the neighbouring 
powers, ftates either poor or divided : 
by evading the laws of nations, Ihe 
could mafter thefe obftacles, and carry- 
on her operations at a great diftance 
from home. 

/ 

Her forces, her pofition, promifed 
an afcendant in negotiations, and her 
fecurity gave a hardy boldnefs, in 
her arrangements with other ftate$ : 
treaties became fubordinate to her in- 
terefts, her allie? were changed every 
ten years, and no court formed the 
fame coalition, of haughtinefs, and 
of artifice. 
* 

The 



( 14 ) 
The laft years of the firft Elizabeth, 
fubftantiated that danger with which 
the liberties of Germany, and of th^ 
whole North, were menaced ; an al- 
liance which refembled a confpiracy, 
was fecretly formed by the Czarina^ 
iind the houfes of Auftria and Saxony, 
againft the King of Pruffia ; France 
engaged in this confederacy, and pe- 
netrated into the weftem, while 
RufEa invaded the northern, parts 
bf Germany :-— governed by the fame 
fsfcftion, which annihilated the royal 
authority, and which ihed the blood 
of the moft illuftrious of her families, 
Sweden, ftraying from her true inte- 
lldfts, united herfelf with her natural 
enemies, and attacked Pruflian Po» 
merania : while Ruffia invaded that 

kingdom.-— 
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kingdom. — ^It would be eafy to forc- 
tel what would have been the confe- 
quences, had they not been prevented 
by the genius of that hero whom they 
aipired to fubdue, and by the event 
which placed the third Peter, on the 
throne of his Aunt. 



CHAP. 



( i6 ) 



CHAR 11. 



Hijiory of Peter the Third — and of 
Prince Iwan — AcceJ/ion of Catherine 
the Second. 



1 HIS Prince, who for fome time, 
was only known in Europe,. through 
tke medium of the calumnies of his 
affaffins — this Prince, born and edu- 
cated in Germany, had all the incli- 
nations of his native country, and a 

contempt 
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contempt for his new fubjecls.— 
Matter of Holftein, a member confe- 
quently of the German Empire, he 
added weight to the Ruffian Crown, 
interfered in the German fyftem, in 
his own perfonal right, and fortified 
his influence with new alliances with 
the northern powers. Happily, this 
profpeft did not infpire him with am- 
bition i he was influenced only by a 
ju{l^i:efentment againft Denmark, and 
by his friendfliip for Frederick the 
Great. Policy, leagued with his mo- 
deration. For^ the ruinous war 
which Elizabeth waged againft the 
King of Pruffia, had coft her three 
hundred thoufand men, and above 
thirty millions of roubles. 

r 
s 

Though 
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Though the third Peter, iiad no 
other title to public cfteem than that 
,of faving a Prince, upon whofc pre- 
fervation the maintenance of the poli- 
tical equilibre depended, his memo- 
ty fliould be regarded, and efteemcd. 
In' fome venal writings, ,the produc- 
tions of fanciful hiftorxans, his at- 
tachment to the King of Pruffia was 
ridiculed as the efibft of enthufiafm, 
and the puerile love of emulation : 
—but affuredly an enthufiafm for, 

and admiration of the qualities of a 
xhan, who wrought fuch prodigies of 
wifdom and intrepidity, was very ex- 
cufable*— and the heroifm of friend- 
fhip, is a rare quality amongft 
king's 

This 
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This profound refpeA, and re- 
gard, for Frederick the Gteat, de- 
monftrated judgment atid fefibiJity 
in the third Peter ; the enemies of 
Pruffia, at Peterfburg, had fignalized 
themfelves, by the perfeciition of the 
young Czar, during the reign of 
Elizabeth. — This Prince had accord- 
ingly counterafted' their meafures, 
and his fubfequent conduct, in fup- 
porting the King of Pruffia, was per- 
fedly confiftent. — This laft monarch, 
was now in danger ; the new Eng- 
Kfh miftifter (Lord Bute) threatened 
him with defertion, and his fafety 
feemed to depend on his Turkifh ne- 
gociations, on the capricious motions, 
of the Khan of the Tartars. — ^Let us 
fee in what terms, the hero fo re- 

nowned 
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nowned for his knowledge of the 

human charafter, has appreciated the 

friendfliip, and generofity of the third 
Peter. 



cc 



^he King had cultivated the 
friendfliip of the Great Duke> 
" when he was only fovereign of Hol- 
" ftein ; and by a grateful fenfibi- 
" lity, rare aniongft men^ ftill more 
" uncommon amongft princes, this 
" Prince had preferved a grateful 
" heart, of which he had even given 
" proofs, in the feven years war; 
" for, it was he that principally con- 
** tributed to the retreat of the Mare- 
" fchal Apraxin, when he had worft- 
^* ed General Lewald, and had retired 
" towards Poland. — During thefe 
• V troubles. 
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** troubles, the Prince declined going 
" to council, of which he was a mem- 
ber, that he might not participate 
in the meafures, which he difap- 
proved, againft Pruffia. — The King 
did not keep up the ordinary in- 
tercourfe of politicians with this 
Prince, but afted with that cordi- 
ality which friendfhip requires, and 
**• which forms its moft amiable ap- 
pendage ; — ^the virtues of Peter, 
were an exception to the rules of 
^* politicians, happy would it have 
" been if they had made an exception 
« for him/' 

Such was the teftimony, rendered 
to the memory of Peter the Third, 
twenty-five years after his cataftrophe, 

by 
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by the firft, and the mqik penetrating 
genius, with the coolnefs of age, and 
the calm of reflcftion, in a pofthu- 
mous work dedicated to juftice, and 
to tr^th ; the illu{brious author coul^ 
not be fuppofed, to paint the cha- 
radler of the late Emperor of Ruffia, 
from the illufions of friendfhip ; aiid, 
were fuch a fuppofition poiSble, he 
would be contradi<9:ed by the well 
known authenticated, teftimonies and 
hiftories of th^U unfortunate Mo- 
narch. 

The firft misfortune of this Prince 
was to be adopted by Elizabeth, to 
mount one day * 

iS^r ce ThroQ€ gliflanty dont yingt Rois de* 
(ceadireat-* 

The 
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The fecond, to have been led from 
Holftein, ta be.coine a flave at £Uza«* 
beth's court j and his wife was the 
third misfortune. His Imperial Aunt, 
obtained the crown by a revolution 
fiained with injuftice, and was always 
in dread of a counter-revolution j her 
nephew was a prifoner of ftate. The 
cabinet was 'barred, and its councils 
were concealed ; all intercourfe was 
fufpeded with him ; his German fer- 
vants were deprived of the comforts 
of his converfation, and their attach- 
ment was a pnnciple difgrace; fur- 
rounded by enemies', the right of ap- 
proach was only given to fpies, obfer- 
vers, and betrayers of his converla- 
tion — ^his matrimonial mif^inderfiand- 
ing left the Prince without domeftic 

confolation, 
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confolation^ and reviewing fome 
troops at Qrienabaum, became his^ 
only recreation* 

His complaints gave rife to an in- 
trigue, which ferves to lead us through 
the mazes of thofe deplorable events, 
which ultimately deprived the Empe- 
ror of his fcepter, and of his life. 

The Chancellor Beftuchef, the great 
confidant of Elizabeth, was the Grand 
Duke's avowed enemy ; his infolence 
m contriving mortifications, made 
him tremble at the profpecl of a new 
reign ; he formed the projeft of fub- 
ftituting the Prince Paul, fon of Ca- 
therine the Second, under her regen- 
cy, in the place of Peter the Third. 

Beftuchef 
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Beftuchef prefuppofcd the foccefe of 
his plot, from a multitude of ground- 
leXs calumnies againft the Grand Duke, 
and the favourable reception of Eli- 
zabeth ; and laftly, upon the inten^ 
tion of Catherine to deprive her huf- 
band of the crown, and to appro* 
priate the regency to herfelf. It would 
be prefumptuous to advance,^that this 
Princefs was concerned in this plot— • 
but affuredly Beftuchef muft have be- 
lieved it, for, he never would have 
encountered her refiftance. Eliza- 
beth, doubtful at firft, refumed a 
more dignified conduft, and j(upport- 
ed her nephew againft'the Chancellor ; 
and an incautious expreflion of the 
Emprefs Elizabeth is ftiil cited, " I ' 
"know my nephew,*' faid flie one 
. C day 
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day, to the flanderers of the Prince, 
" I having nothing to fear from a 
** good heart, I am not fo well ac- 
** quainted with my niece." 



B^ftuchef, afterwards difg^aced by 
Elizabeth, was excepted out of the 
amnefty, upon the acceflion of the 
third Peter; but upon the indul- 
gence of Catherine, he was recalled 
from excile. 

The preceding facls, which repofe 
upon the authority of authentic hifto- 
rians, delfcribe the firft clouds of 
that tempeft, in which the third 
Peter was involved ; prudence could 
alone preferve him from the rocks, 
and breakers through which he paffed j 

— but 



\ 
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— ^but amongft his other virtues, 
he found one, namely, confidence, 
which caufed his deftrudion. 

Notwithftanding the * reproaches 
juftly caft upon that monarch, from 
the excefs of his good qualities, fpite 
of the blame with which he is attack- 
ed, upon the unfortunate career of 
his debaucheries, and of the flanders 
which hatred and remorfe have at- 
tached to his memory, few princes 
have began to reign with more wif- 
dom ; his firft public adions expiated 
the defefts of many preceding years, 
and they had only fix months dura- 
tion. 



C 2 Siberia 
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Siberia and the ftate prifbns, were 
filled with diftingui&ed captives, vic- 
tims of the favourites, and minifters of 
Elizabeth — the Emperor redreffed 
their wrongs — the illufaious Muni(:h 
was recalled, and reinftated — ^Biron^^ 
Leftock, and fome of whom had of- 
fended him in the late r^ign, were re- 
ftored to liberty, by, a prince" who 
extended his clemency to the info- 
lent favourites of his Aunt — the firft 
<;^ualities of his government werfe juf- 
tice and clemency— and his magna- 
nimity to forae Pruffian officers, whom 
the fortune of war had deprived of 
liberty, and who groaned in extreme 
fervitade, is too well known to be re- 
corded. 



The 



t 29 ) 

The commencement of his rdgn 
promifed zeal for promoting order, 
and difcovered application, vigilance, 
arid aftivity — he was early at the fc- 

. nate, at the different offices, and fet 
an example of induftry , by his fuper- 
intendance in various departments : 

'the firft Peter was his model, and his' 
plans formed the chart of his legifla- 
tion— to him Rufiia owes thfe wifeft . 
ordinances, which have decorated 
that government. 

Not fatisfied with limiting the' def- 
potifm of his officers, he abridged his 
own power, by abolifliing the fecret 
council of chancery^ a ftate inquifion, - 
which, upon the leaft fufpicion, im- 
prifoned, tortured, or executed, na- 
tives, 
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tives, and ftrangers. He was a warm 
friend to toleration ; and he framed ^ 
that memorable decree, which en- 
franchifed the nobles from compul- 
five fervice, and permitted them 
to travel, without the royal permif- 
fion. 

Precipitation, it is true, accom- 
panied Xome of thefe falutary irino- 
vations ; particularly thofe relating 
to the clergy. The fecularization of 
Monks, was adopted from the defign 
of Peter the Great. The Emperor 
fecured to the regular clergy compe- 
tent ftipends, from their immence 
revenues ; and with the furplus he 
founded fchools, and military hofpi< 
tals.— Reafon and policy approve 

thefe 



( 
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thefe meafures, and the reformation 
of fuperftitious worfliip; but thefe 
hafiy change^ ihocked the cuftoms 
and manners of the country; the 
ftrong hand of the firft Peter could 
fcarcely have efFefted their execution ; 
but the Emperor accelerated thefe re- 
forms, without refleding, that they 
gave pretext to the defigning, to ren- 
der his government unpopular. 

The regiments of Ifmailoff and Preo- 
brazinlki, formed a body of guards, 
in barracks in Peterlburg, licentious 
and ill difciplined, their want of fubor- 
dination enervated their loyalty ; ^and 
in. former revolutions, they were fold 
to the higheft purchafer. Peter the 
Third co;nceived, that rigorous difci- 

0inc 
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|)linc would fecure th^ir obedience, 
and prevent . the diforders of a body 
fo badly organized, he introduced the 
Pruffian difcipline, modelled them 
after his Holftein guards, and fecured 
order by fe verity ; had tliis difcipline 
been firmly eftablifhed, their fidelity 
would have been fecured j corruption 
is difiicult in a. corps inured to the 
daily detail of their duty ; but the re- 
formation was of neceflity entrufted 
to German, in preference to Ruffian, 
officers. Thefe ftrangers were cionfi. 
dered as ufurpers; their favour be- 
came the objeft of ridicule, and the 
national troops were inftigated to re- 
volt, by the ignorant pride of being 
offended, at foreign inftruAion. 

When 
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When we refleft, . that many of 
tbefe wife regulations were in that 
ifaort period of fix months, which * 
put a period to the reign of their au- 
thor, we are affected by pity, and 
with horror. 

Some of thefe innovations, deferr- 
ed public gratitude, others, the re- 
proach of precipitation — though a fo- 
vereign defpot, this Prince excelled 
in afts of bounty, and of juftice. 
His enterprifes againft Denmark, 
were more natural, and left pernici- 
ous, than the war againft Pruffia, 
foftcred by the perfonal hat|:ed of Eli- 
zabeth, and her minifter. Thp private . 
life of Peter, it is true, was disfigured 
by the exceffes of the table, which 

C 3 ultimately 
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ultimately might have rendered him 
contemptible ; but where is the king, 
or the individual, whofe infirmities are 
not relieved by fome good qualities ? 
—Does not equity hold the balance, 
of good, and of bad^ qualities ? — If 
the virtues and defects of the Empe- 
ror were weighed, who is there could 
juftify his dethronement, and his 
death ? h the leaft equality vifible, 
between the difcontents he produced, 
and his unfortunate exit. A warm 
friend, a good father, an indulgent 
.huflband, but too eafy, too confident 
and too open to thofe traitors, upon 
whom his favours were laviihed ; at ^ 
the end of fix months, he experi- 
enced a fate, which ten years ftained 

with 
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with crimes, and with tyranny, could 
have fcarcely juftified. 

His unchangeable fecurity, annihi- 
lates all thofe imputations which have 
burthened his memory ; a confpiracy 
was fecretly projefted, of which he 
rejefted the leaft fufpicion — the loyal, 
trembled for his fafety — clandeftine 
affemblies directed the partizans of the 
Emprefs, and their defigns upon the 
Crown. The Prince George of Hot* 
ftein, and other clear-fighted men, per- 
ceived his danger— -confidential emit ^ 
faries daily aggravated the conduct of 
Peter, poifoned the public difcourfe, 
and prepared the way for a revolu- 
tion : — the Empetor alone remained 
fearlefs — folicited by difcoveries, he 

rejecEled 
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tejcAed them as calumoles* Amongfl 
thofe who wiflied to awiken him from 
his lethargy, was the King of Pruffia. 
That wife, and penetrating monarch, 
has preferved an abridgement of the 
letter, and the Emperor*s anfwer ; and 
. both caft a great light upoa the true 
caufe of this revolution^ 

^* The friendfliip of Frederick the 
^* Second, his efteem, as well as gra- 
" titude, his' opinion of the excellent 
. " qualities of the third Petier, induced 
" him to write, and to reveal thefe 
** myfteries. He requefted that bis 
coronation might take place at Mof- 
cow, and that his perfon might 
** thereby be rendered {acred, in the 
" eyes of the liation. He mentioned 

« the 
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" the revolution^, in Ruffia, fince 

the reign of Peter the Great ; but 

touched them lightly, and finifhed 

' " with conjuring that the Emperor 

" would take proper precautions for 

" his perfonal fafety." 
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This letter had no impreffion upon 
the Emperor — he anfwercd it in thefe 
terms : " Touching the intereft you 
" ex^refs for my fafety, I requeft you 
" will reft contented. I am called 
** the father of my foldiers — they pre- 
" fer a male to a female goverment : 
/' I walk alone conftantly, in Peterf- 
burg — if any mifchiefis meditated, 
it would , have been effected long 
fince ; but I am a general bene- 
'* faftor, I repofe niyfelf on the pro- 

" teftion 
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" tcftbn of Heaven, trufting to thatj 
^* I have nothing to fear." 



Notwithftanding this anfwer, the 

King of Pruflia continued to inform 

Peter the Third of his danger. Mef- 

iieurs Goltz and Schewrin has orders 

to converfe with him on this fubjeft, 

in their audiences ; but it was to no 
purpofethat they told him, that while 

the cuftoms of Rufiia prevailed, the 

Sovereign, could not take too many 

precautions: — at laft the king told 

them^ " My friends, fay no more 

m 

** Upon that difagreeable fubjeft.** 

Affuredly this was the language of 
candour, and it proves how averfe 
the Em|)eror was to any of thefe bad 

defigns, 
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deiignsj which were attributed to him, 
to colour the fatal cqnfpiracy againft 
his freedom 5^ and his life. They knew 
but little of the human heart, and ftill 
lefs of an open charafter, which^ nc- 
ver difguifed his thoughts, who do 
not find in the tranquillity of his cOn- 
fcience, the fecret of his fecurity.— 
Had Peter defigned to imprifon hi3 
wife, and his fucceffor, her fon, he 
could have watched all the motions 
of their partizans; he would have 
liilened to the fufpicions of his faith- 
ful fcrvants, the admonitions of his 
friend, the Pruffian monarch ; the 
council he liftened to, with fuch at- 
tention,- would have produced ex- 
planati&n, and not that fimple anfwer, 

" I am 



(,40 ) 

^' I am a general benefador, and 
** therefore I have nothing to fear.*' 

It is remarkable, that the firft de- 
iign^ was to adopt the before-menti- 
oned projeft of the Chancellor Bcftu- 
chef, which was to declare the young 
Duke to be Emperor, under the re- 
gency of his mother J this fcheme 
was not a new plan of the Czarina's 
partizans; and the confideration of 
its* forming the bafe of a new plot 
againfl the Emperor, fliewed it had 
long been in contemplation, and was 
an artful contrivance — ^they could not 
prevent his fuccefGon ; but they in* 
tended to dethrone him, by a continu- 
ation of the (ame machinations, 

i 

This 
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This fyfiem, however, had the ob- 
jections o£ a majority, and if a re* 
gency would have been Ihaken upon 
the firft popular difcontent, and upon 
his majority, the government of- the 
Emprefs would terminate— and who 
could not anfwer that Ihe might not 
experience the, fate of her hufban4- 
It was, therefore, refolved to /de- 
throne the farther and the fon, and 
to confummate their ambitifius views, 
by idacing this uncertain crown upon 
the head of the Emprefs. 



NeVer was there a bolder prcgcfl: ; 
but fortune favoured their audaciout 
nefs. . Peter was on -the wing, for 
Jlolftein, and the confpirators chofe 
the period of his abfence, to poffers 

the 
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the capital. , Had this Succeeded, 
Ruflia would have had two fovereigns, 
in Germany and in Peterfburg, with 
all the convulfions attendant upon 

divided fway. While the Czar lived, 
Catherine could not expeA a tranqul 
moment — but it feems trivial circum- 
ftances accelerated the execution, ag- 
gravated the cataftrophe, and fecured 
fuccefs. 

To his laft day, even to his laft hour 
Peter prefer ved his magnanimous, fa- 

tal fecurity, and confidence ; his Ruf- 
fian guards were corrupted by Orlof, 
and Rozamoufki ; Catherine was mif- 
trefs of the Capital, and his officers 
were feduced by flanders againft their 
foverdgn. Already had the confpira- 

tors 
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tors impi^ufly counteradled their 

fidelity, by fwearing and binding 
themfelves in^ the moft folemn man- 
ner, to commit high treafon— and 
the Archbifliop of Novogorod, that_ 
fanatic incendiary, whom the cle- 
mency of Peter had pardoned, pre- 
fided in the folemnization of this 
ceremony, under the aufpices of the 
Emprefs* At length the Emperor's 
friends were arretted, and the people 
were deceived by artful reports, that 
the Prince had died by a fall from his 
horfe, before Peter fufpeded the en- 
terprize at Peterlburg. 

He was then at the Orienab^um. 
Spite of the balencfs ^nd fervile infi- 
delity of many nobles, of military 

and 
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and civil officers, he had fiiU fome 
refolute fiiends :-^the Chancellor of 
Woronzof, the virtuous Marefchal 
Munich, and his faithful Holftein 
troops*— affairs were not yet defpc- 
rate^-'^the intrepid Munich councited 
Peter to march direftly to Peterfburg, 
at the head of his German troops :— 
" I Ihall precede you,** faid the gene- 
rous veteran, "and my dead body 
" ihall be a rampart to your facFcd 
*^ perfon/* Poffibly fuch a refolution 
would have crufhed the confpifa* 
tors J the fame fervile fpirit which 
had proftrated the nobles, the people, 
and th« foldiery, would have reduced 
them to their hwful fovereig'n, march- 
ing to vindicate his crown with his 

fword, 
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fwordy and with the abilities of Mu- 
nich. 

But alasl irrefolution fuperfedcd 
courage ; not that Peter wanted fyu 
rit, but he was diftraded by difcor- 
dant councils — in his train were emif- 
faries of the Emprefs, bathing the 
hands of this Prince with deqeitful 
tears, afFefting to reprefent the 
dangers ' he incurred, and inviting 
him to the Emprefs, and deprecating 
refiftance. This perfidy accompliih* 
ed what treachery had commenced j 
and thus Peter, furrounded by trai- 
tors, ^was entangled in thdr fnafes, 
and a prey to uncertainty, when 
every moment was precious, and 
called for deci£on. 

< i 
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Europe, and pofterity, will never 
forget the cruel fate of this monarch, 
in the flower of his age— dragged 
into captivity, and expiring in the 
ferocious hands of his wife, and his 
own confidents. The humane com- 

paflionated his misfortunes ; and none 
were infenfible of his fufFerings, fave 
only thofe from whom he had a claim 
to fuccour, and to confolation. 

On the contrary, outrages of every 
kind were offered to him : by deliver- 
ing himfelf up voluntarily to her, 
who, during fourteen years, had the 
honour to be the partner of his bed, 
it feemed he was protefted, by all 
that is moftfacred amongft men. His 
perfon, committed to the difcretion 

of 
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of the EmpreiS) became a depofit, 
upon which it was no longer permit- 
ted to form attacks— it neither belong- 
ed to his enemies, by the rights of 
war, nor by that of the laws ; and 

from the moment Peter had furren- 
dered, without being compul£on, 
every abode of Catherine fhould have 
been an inviolable afylum for him :— 
alas ! this illufion, by which he had 
been dazzled, was of a fhort dura- 
tion. 

He had^ been defamed by *a mani- 
fefto of June the twenty-eighth ; — 
hardly arrived at Peterhof, he be- 
came a prifbner, and felt the humi- 
liation of being fecretly vifited by 
Count Panin, that frivolous and ver- 

fatUe ' 
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: £itile'miniller, loaded with praifes by 
hireling gazetteers — that Panin, who 
had dared to dilate to his matter, 
and benefaftor, to a fovereign, who 
was a prifoner, an aft of abdication, 
and of diflionour ; an aft conceived 
in the moft humiliating expreffions — 
that Panin, at fine, who forced the 
defcendant of Peter the Firft, to take 
his oath in the prefence of the Al- 

\ mighty, and renounce his crown, to 
fign with his own hand fucit a mo- 
nument of audacioufnefs, and in- 
famy. 

• Notwithftanding this abdication,, 
which fcrvcd as a new title for pre- 
ferving his life, and liberty, the Em- 

peror, that very night, was confined 

m 
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in the <^ftle of Robfcha. WhUft her 
hufband entered thi^s tomb, the Em- 
prefs furprifed Peterfburg, with the 
noife and buftle of triumphal entry. 

But this pageant was not fufficieht, « 
to ftifle the fenfibility of the multi- 
tude; difloyalty, in a vaft number 

of them, was rapidly fucceeded by 

• 

remorfe, and by . compaffion. The 
people, who are always good, when 
left to their natural impulfe, were 
fliocked at hearing that their fove« 
reign had juft paffed from a throne, 
into the hoftors of an eternal prifom 
The foldiery manifefted their emoti- 
ons, every one was afFefted by the 
remembrance of Peter's virtues, and 
his faults were forgotten, as the ciif- . 

D ^ pleafurc 
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picture hourly incFeafedj the Em- 
prefs'was threatened with^ fr^htful 
reVerfe . . . But let us draw a veil 
over this melancholy fcene, which 
put an end to his inquietudes ; let us 
not repeat, that the feventh day of 
his captivity, Peter the Third was no . 
more ; that he contended for his un- 
happy life, with the ferocious ^cour- 
tiers who penetrated into the for. 
trefs J that the fcreams of his convul- 
five agonies were heard ; that two 
days after, fome ftrangers faw the 
walls ftained with the Emperor's 
blood ; and that one of the principal 
performers in this tragedy,' had been 
purfued for years, by the idea of his 
'expiring fovereign, and exhibited a 
' fhocking 
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fliocking fpeftacle in Peterfburg, of 
remoffe, and of infanity. 

At the firft news of this cataftro* 
phe, Europe, though habituated to 
the bloody revolutions, which, for 
forty years, gave mafters to Ruflia, 
fhewed lefs furprife, than compaffion : 
public opinion was favourable to the 
vidim. In order to colour the facri- 
fice, fictitious reports were circulated ; 
finifter projefts were imputed to Peter 
the Third, againft which, the Em- 
prefs fliould have guarded herfelf ;— • 
" For, according to the remark of a 
celebrated writer, " nothing is fo 
eafy as to fuppofe crimes in thofe, 
who are already purfued, by the 
" hatred of a victorious party." . 

Da This 
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This is not the time to anticipate 
the revelations of Hiftory j but there 
is no impropriety in prefenting be- 
forehand the juftice of them, by ob- 
ferving how ridiculous thofe pi^ences 
were, with which the perfecutors of 
Peter the Third, amufed the credulity 
of the people. 

In the^ manifefto of June the 28th^ 
this Prince is accufed of having Jhaken 
ihi. foundations of the Greek churchy of 
the ejlahlifhed religion \ and of having 
pven room to apprehend that another 
would be introduced in itsfiead : the moll 
frantic fanaticifm could only have die* 
tated fuch a charge, Peter had been 
tolerant \ he authorifed a Lutheran 
chapel at Orienabaum, for the ufe of 

- " his 
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his German troops ; furely it cannot 
bfe pretended, that he fihould have 
compelled his foldiers, firom Holftein^ 
to follow, like himfelf, the rites and 
liturgy of the Greek- church. His to- 
leration was the confequence of the 
progrefs of reafon, of the example of 
all the wife Princes of his time. When 
Jofeph the Second had granted the 
Proteftant congregations in his domi- 
nions, the liberty of worlhip j none 
of his relations thought of contending 
with him for the Empire, under pre- 
tence that, he ihook the prevailing 
faith. This faith has no affinity with 
fecularizing monafteries, or diminifh- 
ing the number of images, which the 
vulgar had worfliipped. Thefe refor- 
mations beleng to religious difcipUne^ 

and 
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and are not attempts againft the dog- 
mas of the eftablilhed religion. Is it 
for the intereft of the god of ^eace 
and juilice, to dethrone, to imprifon, 
to put to death, the legitimate chief 
of the ftate ? In fine, was it confif- 
tent for the tolerant Catherine, to 
render herfelf the interpreter, the 
avenger of fome zealots' refentmcnt, 
to facrifice the duties of affinity, and 
of the throne to popular fanaticifm ? 

^ The fecond grievance, alledged in 
the manifefto, is not lefs ludicrous. 
It is pretended that the glory of 
Ruflia has been, as it were,^ trampled 
upon by the peace^ lately concluded with 
its greateji enemy. Neither the Ruffian 
government, nor th)^ nation, had 

the 



the kafl: reafon tp look upon the King 
of Pruffia as their greateft enemy; 
the t\^o p6wers had no grounds of 
difpute — Elizabeth's perfonai rancour, 
and the artifices of a perverfe miiiif- 
ter, who had been juftly puniiHed, 
had occafioned the war ; there would 
have been glory in putting ah end to 
it, rather than in perfifting in fpilling 
human blood, and wafting the trea- 
fures of the ftate, when her interefts 
were not concerned : had not this 
truth been almoft felf-eyident, Cathe- 
rine herfelf would not have made it 
clear, Jby her fubfequent conduft to 
this Prince, who had been ralhly 
galled the greateft enemy to RuJJia* 



It 
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It is plain, then, that thefe re- 
proaches are only evafions contrived 
by thofey who arc forry for having 
no legitimate excufe. No fovereign 
could be, for four and twenty hours, 
furc of his crown, if it depended on 
accufktions of that kind. It is true, 
that to thefe frivolous allegations, 
tnore ferious ones were added by 
artful rumours, particularly of a plot 
formed by the Emperor, againft Ca- 
therine's liberty, and that of her fon. 
But had this, and other fimilar de- 
figns exifted, why were they not ex« 
pofed in this accufatory manifefto? 
Why were not thefe legitimate com- 
plaints given, as a plea to jufiify fuch - 
violent meafures ? Why has recourfe 
been had to the danger of orthodoxy, 

to 
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to the peace with Pruffia ? Why Hate 
the dangers of religion, and the peace ' 
with Pruilia been fiarted, when it 
was poffible to gain the good opinions 
of the people, by difclofing d confpi- 
racy both againfl: the partner 
of the throne, and his fucceffor ? If, 
at the moment of fixing the public v * 
opinion, thefe chimerical at tempts had 
been unnoticed, is it not probable^ 
that they were contrived afterwards, 
in order to filence the clamoiirs of 
the public I 

BefideS) max^y notorious £aids de» 
ftroy thefe affertions^ of which no 
admifiible proof has ever been pro* 
duced. It is known, that at the time 
of fetting out for Holfiein, Peter had 

Dj named 
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named the Emprels regent during his 
abfence. Who can believe, that he 
thus trufted the government of his 
capitsJ, the adminiftration of his em- 
pire, to a Princefs whom he intended 
to arreft ? It would be an idle talk 
to expatiate upon thefe irreconcileable 
ideas. 

But in the fortre(s of Schluflel- 
bourg, Peter, as was reported, had 
an apartment conftruAed feemingly 
for an illuftrious perfon, who was 
reported to be the Emprefs. The 
fa6l is certain, that an apartment was 
conftrufted, but the inference is er- 
roneous. -There is an anecdote which 
.unravels this xnyfterious incident; 
the learned and accurate Bufcfaing, 

upon 
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upon hi? return fr0m Rifflia, had pub* 
It&ed thjs fecret ; h^ hid been appri?. 
ed pf it by General Korff, who li^d 
accompanied Eeter III., tp Schluif^J- 
bciurg^ .particular informations, hav^ 
xanfirnEied the truth, and difcoverfid 
fonie pircumftance^ pf this ftpiy, 
which we Ihall here tranfcribe. 

In March, 1 76123 P^ter II{^, acicpip- 
panied by- peneral Korfl^, and Mj» 
Gp^de^ifz, repaired, incpgnitio, tp 
iJf:M»i3feibptirg, yy^here Elizabeth, in 
175,6, had caufcd' the unfprtunatp 
f-Brince I.waji to be transferred^ W^ 
had a right tp the throne, by the E^- 
prefs 4jift> Duchefe of Gpuxland, his 
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He was proclaimed Emperor in 
1740, when in his cradle^ he was 
depofed by Elizabeth in 1741; he 
was imprifoned and afiaffinated in 
1764. Peter was affefted at feeing 
the manner in which this prifoner 
was treated : an arched room, twenty 
feet fquare, formed his habitation j 
a truckle bed, u'ith a table and a few 
chairs, were all his furniture ; hardly 
a faint light pervaded. this forrowful 
dwelling ; by degrees, the Prince 
was weaned of, moft of the comforts 
bellowed upon him, before the for- 
mer years of his captivity. In hi^ 
converfation with the Emperor, he 
inveighed againft the Grand Duke 
and his conforf, ftyling them the 
ufurpers of his crown. ** I fliall re- 

" gain 
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«* gain it,'^ addedhe, " and will have 
*♦ them both beheaded." Peter left 
affeded by this difcourfe, than the 
deplorable condition of the Prince, 
whofe fenfes were afiefted, and bore 
in every refpeft a ftamp of imbeci- 
lity, ^ured him that the Grand 
Duke did not bear him anv ill will^. 
and would be much concerned at bis 
fituation, if he were apprized of it.^-- 
**- 1 approach his perfon very often/* 
added he, " aijd if you wifli for an 
"'alleviation of your iipprifonment, 
" I promife to obtain it for you." 
The prince, anfwered, with a figh, 
that ^* one day he had been permitted 
** to come doj^^n into the inner court 
of the fortrefs, he had looked at /the 
Iky, and breathed a ji^ure air ; it is," 

added 
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added he, ^^ the moft i^vifhii^ plea- 
** fure 1 have pver enjoy pd j • and if the 
^^ Grand Duke be not an enemy to 
^^ mf, tdS hisiy I frzy ypii, t)iat I 
^ beg he wopid grant it to me viery 
^ often.'* Peter ^ould nqt h^ inelt- 
|ng into tears, and from that momeqt 
refolycd to fet I wan at liberty: fuch. 
wa&.likewiie tl^e fentiment of Pripjce 
. Ijeorge of Holftein, the; Einperpr^s 
nnde } but the infanity of the prifon- 
.^ . 1^ having been proved, Peter djeter-? 
I}[^ne4 to h^ve a co^viei)iei:U; bpufe 
built in the fortrefs.for hin), with a 
terrace, that he migfet take > walk 
fgvery day. W^lft tljiat huiWing was 
cppftruAing, I wan w^ transferred to 
JCexhoJm, at the other .extremity .of 
thp Aake Ladoga* Ttir^^ j\^^dks ^ftier, 

the 
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the Emperor w^& dethroned ; and as 
if this were a confequence of the fear 
with which the new building, at 
Schluflelbourg^ had infpired his ene- 
mies, he periihed a viftim erf his hu- 
mane and generous &ntiments. 

Iwan furvived him only two years : 
a new myfierious tragedy put an end, 

on the 5th of July, 1 764, to the 
alarms which this Prince, though fet- 
tered, had created. It is well^nown 
that he , had been afiaflinated by his 
own guards ; and that after fuch a 
aiiry^y the only tdood fpik upon a 
fcaSbld at Peterfburg, w^5 that of 
Lieutenant-general Mirovitcli, who 
had been arraigned for a/tte<npting to 

. ^end 
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defend the life of a grand nephew to 
Peter the Great. 

Suth were the aufpices under which 
the new Empreis began to* reign— 
the drcumftances of her elevation de-. 
termined her eagernefs for glory. She 
was confcious ihe fhould keep the 
Ruffians confiantly employed, fix 
their attention upon enterprizes and 
eonqueftsy and foreign fway; to 
ibengthen her po wer at home. 

It has been n^entioned, that the 
depofition of Peter, and the Emprefs's 
manifefto, were folely founded upon 
his plans and connexions with Pruifia ; 
but thefe, truly patriotic plans^ tho' 
previottfly condemned by her, have 

all 
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all been executed by Catherine IL ; 
and it is to them thi^ Princeis is in- 
debted for the moft folid part of her 
gtory.. On the other fide, upon the 
Emperor's aihes, was laid the founda- 
tion of a clofe connection with the 
King of iPruffia, who before had been 
declared the natural enemy of 
Ruilia. 



Uncertain of the meafiires Frede- 
rick the Great would take, being 
afraid left he (hould employ againft 
herfelf the corps that, under Mr. de 
Czernichef, had joined the Pruflians, 
ftie haftily recalled her troops; but 
they remained inaftive ; and as foon 
as the Empreis had fecured her autho- 
rity. 
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rity, file adopted; Peter the Third's 
policy, ibothed Pruffia, ^nd foon at- 
tached herfelf to her, by a defenfivc 
alliance* 

Peter had done fo through prin* 
c^e ; Gathering did it in order to 
prepare enterprizes conformable to 
her genius and fltuation, to the anabi- 
tion of the minions who furrounded 
hi$r perfon : having fornied the plan 
of impofmg her laws upon her neigh, 
bours^ it was important for her to 
keep fair with the power that could 
affift them. Denmark was almoft 
gained over, Sweden was governed 
by a fadion corrupted by Ruffiaj 
Poland was deprived of the moft 
fpi^i^n aft of fovereignty, that of 

elefting 
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eleAing a king; in fine, Courland 
did no longer exift, but to be a 
prey to the caprice of the councils of 
Peterfburg. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. HI, 



The Ufurpation of the Duchy af 

Courland* 



1 HE Duchy of Courland and Semi- 
gallia, abounding in coth, rich from 
its naval ftores, containing fifteen 
hundred thoufand inhabitants, gQ* 
verned by a warlike nobility, poffeff- 
ing on the Bahic two advantageous 
portSy fornix, by its fituation, an im- 
portant 
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portant barrier between the new do- 
minions of the Ruflian empire, Pruffia, 
and Poland. Since the Swedes have 
loft Livonia, Courland, in time of war, 
becomes neceflary to fupply then) with 
provifions. In that refpeft, the neigh* 
bourhood of Peterfburg muft be v^ry 
dangerous to Courland, which is 
thereby rendered exceedingly ufe^l 
to Ruflia, in cafes of neceflity. It 
has been, for thefe fifty years, treated 
like a Mofcovite province ; but the 
affronts have been multiplied, and the 
yoke made heavier under the reign of 
Catherine II. 

When flie feized upon the reigns of 
government, the Prince Charles of 
Saxony, the fecond fon of Auguft III., 

pofTefied 
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poflelfed CourlancL He had in IiiSiia- 
vour the free choice o( the fiates, the 
free homage of the nobility, the fb- 
lemn inveftiture of the king, and the 
republic of ^Poland, of which Cour- 
land is a fief. Having been infialled 
' in 1759, and acknowledged by aU the 
powers, he united every right of 
lawful poffcffion. 

This poffeffion did not prevent the 
Emprcfs of Rufiia, in 1 762, affixing 
her feal upon the property of the do- 
main of Courland, and exerciiing a 
pofitive aft of fovereignty.' She 
wanted a Duke of her own creation, 
and devoted to her interefts — to 
whom did flie give the preference ? — 
to that Erneft John Biren, declared 

guilty 
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guilty of high treafon by Elizabeth^ 
banifhed to Siberia, dead in law, and 
fo fentenced by a decree of the ftatiesf 
of Courland. Though recalled, it 
is true, fince Elizabeth's death, his 
degradation did no longer permit 
her to promote him again to an elec- 
tive fovereignty, which, even in its 
origin, had never been lawful ; for, 
Biren had evaded the perfonal homage 
he owed the republic of Poland, and 
the the negleft of which made his in- 
veftiture void. 

If, however, Biren*s pretenfions 
were lefs warrantable, there exifted 
only one competent judge of it, the 
Sovereign. It belonged to Poland to 
decide upon her vaflars reclamation ; 

Auguft 



(72) 
Auguft the Third was fo moderate as 
to refer this examination to the £m- 
prefs's dedfion. 

Infiead of uiing negotiations, the 
Emprefs forced the inclination of the 
inhabitants of Courland from the ar- ' 
bitration of their legitimate fovereign 
from Poland, the Lord Paramount of 
this fief. At firft emiiTaries attempted 
tp corrupt the loyalty of the no- 
bles, and to ftir them up againft the 
Duke Charles. The expedients hav- 
-ing failed, ftrange outrages were tried 
-—the Duke lived at Mittau ; he was 
^ expelled from that place. — The moft 
attfocio^s indignities, preceded fuch 
a violation of the right of nations, of 
the right of fovereigns, of refpeft, 

and 
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and decency. M. de Simolin, a native 
of Courland, and then minifter of the 
Ruflian cabinet, and of its tyranny, at 
Mittau, formed the plan of famifhing 
the Prince Charles, and he put it into 
execution ^ he began with feizing 
and fequeftering the revenues of the 
demefnes; afterwards, the archives 
were carried away j at length. Ruffian 
guards clofed the magazines of wood^ 
of ftraw, and of oats, the brewhoufe, 
cellars, ftorehoufes, ^fountains, and 
even the poultry ya^d of his Royal 
Highnefs. This execution of a new 
kind was followed by ads equally 
outrageous: — Biren was then intro* 
duced into Mittau, and inftalled by 
M. de Simolin*s foldiers. That agent 
of the Czarina, treated the magiftrates 

E of 
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of Mittau,. the States, the King of 
Poland's deputies, like his fervants : 
— :but" the Prince Charles perfifted to 
remain in Courland j Count Brown, 
Governor of Livonia, fent hinx orders 
that he fhould leave the country^ for^ 
fuch was the Emprefs^s pleafure. This 
haughty command was efFefted, in 
Ipite of the lawful fovereign ftiU refift- 
ing to the laft ; and thus was treated^^ 
in his own dominions, in the prefence 
of an independent nation, a Prince, 
the fon and vaffal to the King of Po- 
land, an ally of Ruifia. 

Of that former encroachment upon 
the liberties of Courland,, and the 
rights of Poland, the compleat re- 
duAion of the Duchy was the con- 

fequence. 



iequezicel Ten thoufand RuiSans, 
after forcing them to- receive a king, 
dented at Ptterfburg, compelledthem 
to fecure Erneft John Biren*s fon, the 
inveftiturc of Courland. Peter, the 
new Duke, was permitted to prefer ve 
his dignity, but on condition that he 
fhould fubmit to the orders, and yield 
to the extorfions of the Emprefs's 
minions : — the firft employments of 
Gourland were conferred ypon their 
creatures^ and claims were filenced ; 
thofe were difmiffed, who could not 
be feduced ; thofe were feduced, who, 
^ through an apparent good character, 
were likely to form an oppofition. 
Among the latter, was the Chamber- 
lain Howen, diftinguiflied for his ca- 
pacity and courage ; having defended, 

E 2 at 
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at Warfaw, the rights of his native 
country againft the Rufiian defpotifin, 
he was Idzed, carried off, and ient to 
Siberia } and he was tinder the nece£> 
fity of choofing either the iacrifice of 
bis patriptifm, or that of his liberty : 
but he ftooped to wear the common 
chain, governed Courland in the name 
of the Empreis, and was promoted 
to the dignity of Bourgrave. Marfhal 
Klopman, his predeceiFor in authori- 
ty, had adopted the lame condefcen^ 
fion. Under the influence of thofe 
tools of the Emprefs, the Duke's 
authority has been, in faA, :jinihi- 
lated — ^the fufirages of the flates have 
been bought publicly — ^vexations of 
every kind, alienations, political rob- 
beries, have been legalized. At the 

voice 
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voice of the Ruffian minifter at Mittau, 
Courland narrowed her limits^ fuflFcr- 
cd her own fubjefts, reclaiined as 
Ruffians, to be carried away, fubjeft- 
cd her policy to the refcrips of the 
Emprefs's councils. More than once, 
the Duke, reduced to the tide of his 
principality, faw himfelf forced to buy 
its prefervation. Every murmur he 
rijQced, was aniwered by a menace; 
mid the menace was immediatelly fol- 
lowed by an extortion. At laft, fa« 
tigued with fo expenlive a tutelage, 
he fought for protedors lefs exa&ing^ 
—The Empreis had treated him like 
a rebel. Prudence had fuggefted to 
him an efcape; he took refuge at 
Berlin ; fecured part of his treafiire 

there. 
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there, and meditated a plan of abdi* 
cation. 

At the firft indication of fuch a 

defign, which was in favour of one 

of the Princes of Virtemberg, engag. 

«d in the fervice of Pruffia, as it was 

imagined, the' Emprefs addreffed a 

ftrong admonition to the States of 

Courland, and threatened them with 

her indignation, if they prefumed to 

concur in this opinion. Thus, after 

having defpoiled the reigning Duke 

icjfi?i§ authority, flie infifted he flxould 

keep the fhadow of it — flie forbade 

Courland to ufe her fovereign right 

of choofing a fucceflOT to the Duchy. 

Thus Ruffia declared to all Europe, 

that 



1 
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that fflic had no refped, no regard, due 
by fovereigns to their mutual inde^ 
pendence ; that for her fake, aill thofe 
rights ihould be effaced which are the 
bafis of fociety ; that flie laid an un* 
deniable claim to ,the diclatorfhip 
over fuch eftates as were by Provi* 
dence in her neighbourhood. 

Courland, infenfible from fear or 

» 

corruption, had fufFered thie outrage 
— the Duke returned to Mittau — the 
crifis was favourable to men, roufed 
by a juft fenfe of public injury— the 
court of Berlin ftill perceives the effeft 
of Ruffian • influence in Courland, 
which extends to the ' frontiers of 
Poland* The true intereft of this 

country 
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country would have aided her de- 
figns^ if fhe had power to aid her with 
fuccefs« 
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CHAP. 
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Affairs of PoIand-^Nomination of Sia^ 
niftaus the Third by Ruffia. 



1 HE Emprefs had hardly dethron- 
ed one fovereign, before fhe under*^ 
took to create another m Poland. At 
the death of Auguftus the Third, pro* 
bably the court of Peterfburg did^ 
not Comprehend aU the fchemes at 
firft view, which were neceffary to 
carry this plan into execution, but 

E ^ which 
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which were produced and difclofed 
by degrees. The policy proceeded' 
no farther than to reduce Sweden to 
ina6Hvity, and thereby to exercife a 
decifive influence, to form and to ex- 
cite faftions one againft the other, 
and to facilitate that work of Count 
Panin, the northern league, which - 
might certainly have infured to Ruflia 
a fupremacy over all the adjoining 
countries. 

The concurrence of Pruffia was ne- 
ceflary for the comjdetion of this 
plan ; it was the intereft of that king 
to detach Ruflia from Vienna— he 
was adverfc to the Houfe of Saxony, 
and to their pretenfions to Poland, 
Since the peace, he had fliikully en- 
gaged 
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gaged the Ernprj^fs and Count Panin 
in his interefts, and had negotiated a 
treaty at Peterfturg. Catherine, dd- 
termined to have the afcendaht in 
Poland, formed an affiance witH 
Pruffia, to counterbalance the Saxon; 
Auftrian, and French oppofition. 
In January, 1764, the two courts 
figned a defenfisre alliance. Frede- 
rick himka informs us that they en* 
gaged to prevent the Crown bccom* 
ing hereditaty in Poland ; to name a 
Pfaft or Prbteftor, namely, Staniflaus 
Poniatouiki, Stblnick or governor of 
Lithuania, to proted the Diflidents, 
or in jufter terms, to arm them againtt 
the Commonwealthr 



This 
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The court of Peterfburg was the 
party prindpally interefied in this plan, 
to whom the advantage would belong 
— Pruffia had only a collateral iiite- 
reft, namely, that of favouring the 
defign of her ally. 

The force and energy of the beft 
hiftorians cannot deicribe the execu- 
tion, and the horrible confequences of 
this enterprize : they are the dif- 
■grace of this century ^ — the moft un- 
principled politician could hardly pre- 
meditate a fyfteifa of violence and op- 
preffion fimilar to that under which 
Poland has groaned for ten fucceflive 
years. 

Waving 






Waving the criminations of parti- 
zans, events of public notoriety 
aflford the mofir ample teftimony. 

To exchide all fordgn candidates 
from an derive fovereignty, was a 
glaring violation of the conftitution 

r 

of an independant country, which 
could alone claim the difpofition of 
its crown ; but the ible fiat of Ruffia 
fupetfeded every pther confideration j 
and a foreign Prince, who might 
have force or ability to defend the 
republic, could not be Convenient for 
the defigns of Ruilia. 

A Ibvereign who ihould be her no- 
minee, and not the choice of his coun- 
trymen, was neceflary — ^A Rad- 

zivil 
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2ivil, a Potocki — ^any noble poffeffed 
ofreputation^ of independance, would 
not have become a royal pageant, 
dependant upon a foreign Prince* 

The King which fhe wanted, was 
one of a mild and flexible charader ; 
infulated, unconne&ed, without any 
relation or alliance with any other 
power in Europe— the legality of 
whofe eledion ihould render him, ob* 
noxious to the people, to a hod of 
enemies, and confequently forced 
to rely upon that powdr an4 protec- 
tion to which he h«Ki owed his eleya-* 
tion. 

All thefe qualifications appeared 
in the charader of Staniflaus the Third 

—a good 
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—3/ good difpofition, impr'oved hf 
education, thofe amiable qualities 
which ingratiate individuals, and 
gain general r^ga^d and eftecm. His 
poverty, his youth, his conneftioiis 
with Ruffia, the marked favour of 
Xh^ Emprefs, would have prevented 
his fucceflion to this painftd pre-emi- 
nence. This eleftioh could never 
be due 'to free fuffrages; but to a 
violation of national privileges. This 
prince, it is prefumed, hoped to re- 
gain public affection by time ; but 
Rufltan policy created a lafting aliena^i 
tion. 

Upon the convention of the Diet, 
ten thoufand Ru&ans entered War- 
faw, while the Pruflians menaced the 

frontiers 
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frontiers of the Ilq)ublic. The dif- 
tri£b which chofe members, were 
filled by foldiers, who compelled the 
nomination of Ruffian partizans-^ 
the capital was foon furrounded by 
Coflacks, who invefted the. Diet— r 
thdr chamber was attacked — one of 
their members was arrefted, and at- 
tacked, fword in hand, in this fanftu- 
ary of fovereign power, in the pre- 
fence of the Prefident or Marechalc 
of the Diet, who left the affembly 
with the emblem of his office, accom- 
panied by many illuftrious fenators, 
and other patriotic members, proteft- 
ing againft thefe violations of the 
laws of nations, and the liberty of 
Poland. Retiring into the provinces, 
they were followed by the Ruffians, 

who 
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who feized fome who refifted^ pro* 
fcribed others, and declared Prince 
- Radzivil an enemy to his country — 
thefe defpotic proceedings* were fol- 
lowed by breaches and innovations 
in the conftitution. The four regi- 
ments of guards, under the King's 
authority, united with the Ruflian 
troops to interrupt the ^freedom of 
eledion— ^his ^ tumultuous iskflembly, 
influenced by fear, eleded and crown- 
ed Staniflaus. Exile or fubmiflion 
was the lot of his opponents, while 
Rui&a meditated new outrages* 

It cannot be denied, that in many ^ 
antecedent interregnums, recommen- 
dations, power, the violence of party, 
had favoured one or the other of the . 

candidates 
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candidates i but a military force, and 
foreign troops, had never, before 
this, created a king in a free country, 
in the midft of his equals — of the lafw- 
ful elcftorsi — of • a nation thus influ- 
enced in her choice; nor could Vol- 
taire, or other flatterers, ^juftify this^ 
proceeding by precedent. — all former 
elections had been as peaceable as could 
be fuppofed, tvhere numerous, inde- 
pendent, and fanguine partizans were 
convened — ^tranfitory tumults are not 
civil wars. Thus Heni'y of Valois, 
Ladiflas the Fourth, Cafimir, and So- 
biefki, had been elefted. In divifions, 
or in double returns, or contefted 
eleftions, as in the cafes of Stephen 
Battori, Si^fmond the Third, the 
Eniperor Maximiliati, a Poldnefe 

party 
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party had given the law — ^public li- 
berty was not tindermined, and troops 
never entered the diftrift of eleffion : 
no competitor had forced a nomina- 
tion by his armies, though they might 
have afterw^ds iiipported his elec- 
tion. Charles the Twelfth had, it is 
true, dethroned a King of Poland by 
war ; but Auguftus had provoked the 
indignation of the J^lexandcr of the 
North. The adive partizan of the 
Czar loft his cA^wn by the fortune 
of that war, in which his imprudence 
had engaged the republic- 

Ruffia'was the firft to give the ex- 
ample of a forced, and of a warlike 
military eleAion : flie did riot confine 
herfelif to countenance a free choice, 

• but 
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but fhe influenced the preliminar7 
fl;q>s, and prefiiced her' proceedings 
by forcing thofe places^ which chc^ 
members, to return htr partizans— 
thefe preparatory fcenes were viewed 
in their true light by saany foreign 
minifters, reprefentatives of ancient 
allies, who retired from a country 
they could no longer confider as free 
under a military protedorate. 

Sedaries and Diflenters, i nume- 
rous body, were excluded, under the 
Saxon Kings, from places of truft and 
employments in the fiate j but the 
tolerating fpirit of the republic, the 
mildeft perhaps in Europe, gave them 
more freedom than in any other coun- 
try } even in thofe where philofophy 

is 
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18 moft predominant. When Ruflla 
had excited their difconterit, they 
had two hundred churches, befide 
places of private worihip ; they pof- 
fefled governments, regiments, and 
military rank ; moft of the fubalterns 
were non-conformifts ;. their tolera- 
tion was greater than that of the Di£- 
fenters in England,^ in Holland, in 
France, and even RuiSa herfelf. Po- 
litical dignities, it is true, were re- 
ferved to the eftabliihed religion; 
but every other defcription of civil 
liberty was theirs — the republic was 
ever ready to redrefe their particular 
and accidental grievances. 

Of grievances, of which few had 
compkdned, Ruifia formed the ma<« 

terials 
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tietials of difcontent* The Starofie, 

and the General Grabouflu» two bra- 
thers, who were Difienters, were 
bribed, and prevailed upon to difplay 
their grievances: they claimed the 
rights of the treaties of Velau and 
Olivia, where Rufiia was not con- 
cerned as a contrafting, or an ac- 
ceding, party ; but fixe arrogated the 
right of a guarantee ; while Sweden, . 
to whom this right really belonged, 
was filent. The treaty of Mofc;ow 
was fafely quoted, ito ftipulations hav- 
ing been created thereby in favour 
of the Diffenters. At laft the Diet, 
in 1766, heard their complaints, and 
fedreffed them, and reftored fuch 
rights as juftice, lavv, and reafonable 
toleration, allowed; but rejeded 

fuch 
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filch as the common order eftabliihefd 
in all countries had forbidden ^ the 
tegal barriers were left between the 
eftabliihed religion and the tolerated 
feds, and excluded the fedaries from 
all political dignities* 

Few ftates are governed by other 
regulations; of all other Princes, 
the Emprefs was the leaf): qualified 
to demand their repeal : in her ftates, 
Diffenters never entered into her 
councils, or adminiftration, or had 
ever mgunted the thrQne. , Had the 
third Feter e^efted fuch an innova- 
tion, the apologifts of the Emprefs, 
the writers of her manifeftosj would 
have proclaimed the danger of the 
church, and of orthodoxy, as they 

did 
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did that of the pecuniary interefts of 
the Monks. — ^This philofophicai tole- 
ration, for which they inflantied Po- 
land, did not prevent tht fchifmatic 
Greeks, under Ruffian influence, to 
maflacre a hundred thoufand uien,qj^ 
a different perfuafion^ for which no . 
Ruffian officer was iqueftioned* Many 
Greeks and Latins, who were pillaged 
of their all, were feen in the Polifh 
provinces, without the leaft effort of 
Ruffia to redrcfs their grievances. 

Thefe remarks would hardly have^ 
taken place, had it not been for the 
number of violences in Poland, under 
th^ colour of toleration ; but the 
plan was formed to opprefs the repub- 
lic, to protect a fadion, and to main- 
tain 



\ 
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tain a ftanduig Ruffian army, 'the 
policy of the court extended its bane- 
ful influence ftill farther; the equal 
rights of the Diflenters once eftaUiih* 
ed, a Diflenter might occupy the 
throne, under the aufpices of Ruffia 
and of her troops, which could level 
an difficulties. The Greek religion 
was intereftedin the defigns againft tbe 
republic, and their influence, in the 
eaftern and fouthern provinces fe« 
cured. 

The moderate r^folutions of the • 
Diet, in 1766, were confidered as 
afts of rebellion at Peterfburg — From 
that moment the Prince Repnin, the 
Ambaflador at Warfaw, became Vice- 
roy of the republic j the Diflenter^ 

F were 
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ivere armed, and in vokstfd pld>ttc ptx»- 
te&iDft> «4lile, miited with Hie Rul^ 
ium tioops, tibc]r bett^yed ike eotoi- 

But the defign ef defending tfaeifi 
openfy , with the nndedded dedua- 
tbns of the King of Prnffia, wei^e niX 
iafficsent for the rapid execution of 
their defigas* The King of Fciand 

^inxnrmxEred at thS rigoroirs tutelage 
of himfetf, Ids family, and his party. 
To give ibme energy to the national 
a&mblies, they had aboliihed the 
Xiberum Veto *, and feme other wife 

regnktidns, 

* A curious accQiiDt of this power, which 
refemUed the tribunitial power in the Roman 
fitaie^.is lo be foAfid iaMr.Coxe's Northexo 
Taai^ 
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regulations, which gave umbrage to 

In cohfequeiice of this, th^ Ruffian 
didatbr, under the modeil name d 
an Ambaflador, oppofed artf\illy to 
the King, the nominee of the Em* 
prefs, the members who had been 
exiled for their oppofition to his elec-^ 
tion. Various intrigues fucceeded iix 

1765 J and 17^7, conciliations were 
propofed ; and it . was with the olive 
I branch in his hs^nd. Prince Repnia 

prepared a poifon for the Common^ 
wealth. 



B^ artful intrigues ambngft the 
moft difcontented of the citizens, the 
Ruffian AmbafTador formed the affoci- 

* F 2 ation 



\ 
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ation at Radom, where the malecon* 
tents aflembled in 17679 when thp 
Catholicks and £6ine nobles were gaiii- 
ed by promifes .of fatisfying their 
grievances ; , and it is an authenticated 
hCty that he proceeded £0 far as to 
aflure fome of them» that the King 
ihould be dethroned. 

The Ftince Radzivil^ who had been 
exiled as the moft active opponent of 
Ruflia, became the pillar of this new 
confederacy ; he yras named Prefident 
of the Afibciation ; but, under pre- 
tence of an efcort, he became, in fz&^ 
a prifoner of ilate. 

The Confederacy itfelf, furrounded 
by Ruffian troops, experienced the 

£une 
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£une fate :— at this period^ he enjoin- 
ed the convention of a Diet at War- 
law, for the redrefs of their grievan^ 
ces; and mixing deri (ion with violence^ 
he procured an embaffy to the Em- 
prefi, to thank' her for her maternal 
care. The Confederates perceived 
in vain the nets in which they were 
entangled. 



This memorable Diet opened in 
1767 ;-— *the Ruffian troops had dicta- 
ted the choice of many of their mem- 
bers ; — the Grand Cup Bearer of the 
Crown had been imprifoned at Polog- 
na, and the republic appeared like a 
conquered ftate. One of the mem- 
bers, who had courage to exclaim 
againft their proceedings, was feized 

in 



/" 



in the ftrcet i the Poles, fo fonmd^U)S 
hitherto to Ruifia, were^ beiieged by 
their foldiery in their o^n fenate 
koufe, and the legiflatpfs , were in- 
vited to fanftion the orders of a 
puffian plenipotentiary. 

Among thefe decrees of Prince Rep- 
^Tiin, one was, to admit the Schifma- 
tick Greeks and Diflenters into poli- 
tical dignities, tvhich would annihi- 
late the independence of Poland, and 
convert it into a Ruffian province. 

Soltyk, Bifliop of CraCovie, a man 
worthy of ancient Rome, having ani- 
mated the courage of the Diet, and 
Iboken loudly againft thefe proceed- 
ings, was feized in his bed} while 

the 
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flbe Iffifliop of Kiorie^ and tfac Count 
of Ccacovie^ Rewuiki, and his fon^ 
underwent the fame fate, and vkxn 
bani&ed to Siberia. Warfaw wa« 
treated like a city taken by affiiuk--^ 
tbu$ were all Prince Repnin's decreed 
paft« 9ad thus did he pacify the Re^ 
puHic. 



- f 






** So many a^ of fovereignty/^ 
£iys the King c^ Prufiia, <^ eaiercifcd 
in the dominions of the Republic* 
by a foreign power, at length af-> 
" fe&ed the public mind ;" fome Poles, 

4 

whom deipair had afiembled in the: 
XJlaain, gave the fignal.; the confe« 
deration of Bar waai formed, which* 
daily increafed, and oppolied the ty- 
r^pny pf Ru£Sai Unhappily this in-} 

creafing 
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creafing rcfifbmce was but faintly^ if 
at all, fupported by any foreign courts* 
which enabled the Ruffians to coai^ 
pletc their work. For fome time fuc- 
€e0es were balanced } but the Confe- 
^ddrates beipg left ta themfelves, and 
ic£le and unft^y in their plans and 
operations, were of no other ufe than ^ 
to increafe the barbarity of the Rufl 
fian generals. One of them, ^ Colonel 
Drewitz, ordered his prifoners* hands 
to be cut off, before they were exe- 
cuted. Monafteries, churches, nei- 
ther age nor fex, were fparcd: no 
afylum Was inviolate ; the eftates and 
properties of the Confederates, and 
of many others in Poland were plun- 
dered, without diftinAion of ranks, 
or the rules of war in civilized coun- 

tries J 
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tries ; many prifoners of rank were 
exiled, and perifiied for want in the 
de&rts of Siberia. 

In the midft of thefe horrors, the 
Ottoman Porte had declared fhe would 
refill encroachments upon her territo- 
ry, and alfift an old and ufeful ally, 
and prevent the torrent which inun* 
dated Poland from overflowing her 
pofleffions. 
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CHAP. V. 



The influence of the Ruffian Court, in 

Denmark^ 

I HIS rupture occupied not only - 
Ruflia, but the courts of Berlin and 
Vienna. The Empreis had condemn- 
ed the northern courts to inadivity ; 
in the name of the fenate, flie go- 
verned Sweden;- Denmark was in- 
fluenced by her Ambafifadors. 

She 
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$be h»d| v^B to fear th»t the bV 
t€t would avail herf^o/ tbis crifisy to 
form alliances to fupport her ancient, 
i^ndecidcaidaim to th&Ditth; q£ Sfef- 
^«Eykk Fircderick the Fifth, was jEttHr 
lii^g. The En^reis lent her privy^ 
com^lhw &U(j[ern to the Daoifit 
coiirty iKhoiei mtoB^irs. and whsifo 

ra£ki{ q£ hi$ CQttnti?y« . . 

' ' - • - , 

He dilpIaTcdi atiiCbpcfthagea, the; 
fime hiiisghtiofiis ^chidSu even: the 
King of Phiifia: had: complalmdof! sit; 
Jtelifiw Tfie Kiftg of Denniai^ Jqmi 
fbirndthat. a ft^ffianinftiiienicci previalfe^ 
e4^ Hi t^ chofiti^ ojf his imQijfteiB and> 
gener^,; wA Jie itcmcUidisd hisr vAti 
fionyh}^ th£pr£qpK>Atd$^n a£ am amtqabter 
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arrangement of an exchange for the 
BiicHy of Slefwick. 

• * • ^ 

Frederick the Fifth died before tMs 
treaty was concluded : Saldern afteiv 
wards appeared as a tutor to the new 
king } he prevailed upon him to irz^ 
vel, againft the opinion of his mimf-" 
ters, and the wiflies of the nation; 
Saldern, and Philofophoff, his fubfe- 
quent colleague, became the arUters 
and diredors of the councils of Den- 
mark ; of the fdbemes, the political, 
and even private, affairs of the Danilh 
monarch. Their di6btorihip was ab- 
fbhite and uncontroled, and confe* 
quently highly unpopular. In 1767, 
they prevailed with the king to fign 
Ae provifional treaty for the Duchy of 

Slefwick, 
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fiiefefick, and their power might have 
l^n iis dUira^^le as it waJs confiderable, 
had . it not bfeeh fiiddcnly limited by 
thM r«v<^uf}bn ^hith put a period to 
rlie^ ^mimftratidiv k^Hzntt^u^ and 
Strtichfee. ^^ ^ 






JSeetng ; Ruffia weakened by the 
TiJtrlm&k'W^ri obliged to ke^ thirQ^. 
tl^i|fimd xbcn so*) pay! to;; guard: Fo- 
latid ; her finances exfaauft^, and ap? 
parelieiifiye of intelrnsU :c(nniiiotions ; 
Stfuenibe ; at^empt^ t^ conciliate 
Dennji^i'k: with Swe4en»: the dibits 
of which lajcter he would jko longer 
embroil : and to found in the North 
a pditical balanci^ ^^^unft tibe ambi« 
tion of ILuflis^} ^^ tl3^ deftiny of this 
omntry got th^ b$tter< . T}^ unfortu? 

natc 
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all the difputes of that powc^^;^ ^|aft iS 
to fay, to defi^nd her whenever her 
attenuits tspcm the libert); oS' i3ie 
IjltHrth ftobld be Mfified* TMm^d- 
land^ £pQm th(; foete, tbe Emj^refi 
h|id nothi&g* to. dr«ac^ bu^negoda- 
tionS) OP ra*hw- ilB^irigves^; and nq 
pedi' affiance of a ^wer* of the fiipft 
erdef^ or^ oF the cowl oP Vfenak 
ffij& M« cotti^^ did noi^ fook with an 
indilferaiit €ye upon tho- afbmdsncy 
of: Ruffi^ 'VHepB,^ ppogFoft oF^p 
firhemes^ anddl h^^ aito&, alkruied' 
the £Kva») and witli nn^h. m&^ 

reafon 
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xfdbn tfaam tkA neij^fcourivg^Iibwe» 
1% Hpttfe <»£ Aufim feltr tlie dangor 
pi &e£Dg» near her frcmtteias a pcHMC^ 
ycuftomcrf ta veSptA no*^ boandarfai^ 
Tlie Ostoman Fbcte being oa^ tfftfliK* < 
ed^ Pohnd i^ib<kie<^ suid tlie Panube 
paSeflfed \i]i^ the Ruflms, ^is fiom 
BioiiL needs cnydope Httii^r y aad the 
b^sdoing ppovia^es.. £v^ ihe^ Itin^ 
of Pniffia, though an ally to Ruffia» 
was apprehenfive left, in procefs of 
time, ihe would attempt to give her 
laws to himielf, as well as to Poland : 
at this period of common danger, he 
conciliated the court of VieiAia : a 
i^ irorthy of the greateft attention, 
the certainty of which is eftabliihed 
by Frederick the Second himfelf, and 
from which, in this prefent jundure, 

the 
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the North, and all Gerniany, may 
derive much light. Th? greateft ge- 
nius wUch ever fat upon a throne, 
and one oi the moft penetrating 
ibtefinen, (Prince Eaunitz) &w the 
neceffity of putting an end |to the am-* 
latious fchemes of Ruffia, which, 
however, fhe refumed, aud Jhad al- 
moft accompliihed without interrup- 
tion. 
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CHAP. VI. 



• • • 

The Partition of Pcfand. 



N. 



1 HE difinemberment of Pdand 
Mras the refult of this conflid:, of in* 
terefts and .negotiations. AU the 
blame muft fall upon that power, 
u^hofe ambition, kindling that of her 
neighbours, forced them, upon pain 
of a general war, to fiibfcxibe to that 
injuftice, the difgrace of our age—* 
To fubfcribe, nve (ay, for not only 

the 
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the pretenfions and violences of the 
Court of Peterfburg, did no longer 
allow proper means for thrir tennina^ 
lion; but the Emprefif berfdf was 
the firft who juftified this fcandalous 
partition.— *In that refpe6l, opinion 
has long varied; but Frederick the 
Second has thrown a ray of light upon 
it^ in that immortal work, which may 
be confidered as his laft teftameot^ 
wherein he has depofited a recital ef 
his faults with fo much candour, and 
o{ his exploits with fo much mo* 
defty. 

« The Emprefe of Ruffia,*' feys 
this great man, ** being irritated that 
'* any other troops than her own 

"ftoufd 
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*« flx9}i\d giyp la^jr to Roland *, feicj. 
" to thp Prince Hei>ry, th^t if the 
^* Court of Vienna intended to diC« 
n)exnt}er Poland) other neighbour- 
ing powers had ^ right to do the 

fan^e Count Solms^ thf 

Pruffian Envoy, w^^ charged to 
^^ difcover whether there was- any 
^^ folid meaning in thefe expreiIion9 
" which the' Emprefs had dropped ; 
^* or if they had been uttered in a 

■ 

^* inoniei^t of humour and tranfitory 
*^ paiHon. Count P^nin w^s rather 
^^ averfe to that diimember ment, but 
** the Emprefs entertained the flatter- 

" ing 



^ The King ci BniiEa here alltides to the 
icqneftmtioii of the cotuit)? of Zips by fomc 
.Auftdap troops. 



^ ing idea of extending, without 
^ danger, the limits of her domi- 
^ nions. Her minions and feme of 
^^ her minifters iupported her opini- 

• ^ 

** ons. This refolution was prefented 
^ to the King of Pniifia, as an expe- 
'< dient contrived to indemnify him 
^^ for the fubiidies he had paid to Ru£* 
•« lia.*' 

This Leonine convention met, how- 
ever, with great difficulties from the 
Ruffians ; they would not part eith^ 
with Moldavia of Valachia, which 
they had poflefled-— the court of 
Vienna never would have afiented to 
that ufurpation. — ^The King of Pruflia 
rifqued all the danger, the Emprefs 
had all the advantages, of this par- 

tition» 
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tition. . The Czarina's minifters wore 
cut the time in fubtlety and procraf- 
tination, in order to abforb the whole 
profit of this enterprize : at length the 
£rtnne(s of two of the contracting 
courts checked her inflexible rapacity, 
and in February, 1772, the treaty- 
was concluded, in a lels iniquitous 
proportion of joint injuftice. 

We Ihall not dwell upon this fcan« 
dalous period of our hiftory, or the 
infringement of focial rights — the con- 
tempt of all remonfirances — the dread- 
ftd menaces— the outrages of every 
kind — Iff the help of which, the ra- 
tification of this ulurpation was ex- 
torted from the Diet of Poland. — ^The 
Ruffian Ambaffiidor aded the princi- 
pal 



pal part in tfia£ Jcehe ; Ee alone con- 
duced t&e plan, 'fhc degree of arr<> 
gance in thofe diplomatic oppre^Ebis 
may bie eafily conceived, after, i>y a 
letter from i^. ^aidern, t6 C6unt 
^giniki, Grand-General of Litbua- 
hia, the 21ft of June, 1771 9 tHe 
Rullian Envoy wrote to this magnat, 
one of t£ie firfl parfbn^ges in Pohnd^ 
*' The AmbafTador repeats to you the 
^* orders of his lovereigri, that you 
" fhould repair to \^arfaw, if ever 
** you fhould wifK to deferVe htr pro- 
^* teftioh : fliould you riegleft tliis 
•* intimation, you will feel the conle- 
'* quence:— r need' not hav6 recoiirTe 
^« to threats/* 

During 
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During thele iiapreccdent64. vick 
fences, fome Ruffian Emiflkries, and 
fome hireling gazetteers, complimen* 
tal apolo^fla, and yenal^writers,* flat- 
^erers who were reciprocally flattered, 
reprefented the Poles as a troop of fa- 
naticks, and a gang of rebels. The 
Empre&'s manifeftos themfelves were 
rej^ete with fuch epithets-— In one of 
her letters to Voltaire, flie calls tho& 
confederates whom her generals had 
plundered, maflacred^ or exiled to 
Siberia, the mutineers of Poland. 
Voltaire, delighted with thcfe p^ilo- 
fephical conquefis, invented Z' new 
language of adulation ; he ftjled Ca- 
therine the Second, the northern flar, 
and he became the high prt^ft of her 
temple ; a hundred penlloned authors 

repeated 
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retyieated this fulfome adukition in 

. ...» > 

Germany, andatBuris. 

The repiibKc, whofe frontiers were 
dcftroyed, her demcfiies loft, the ci- 
tizens flain or profcribed, had no 
other expectation left, but to fee a 
feal put to the annihilation of her in- 
dependence. She- was compelled to 
refer the examination of her conque- 
ror's projefts to a delegation, where 
a venal and corrupt man prefided, 
whofe peculation had been difcovered 
by the Diet, when flie had recovered 
her liberty. Two. diftinct afts were ' 
carried by the contrading powers; 
the firft, to fandion the difinember- 
ment ; the fecond, to fix the fotm of 
her government. Notwithftanding 

her 
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her melancholy fituatiori, and the pe- 
remptory orders fent to the Piet, only 
fifty-five Nuncios, again ft fifty-four, 
affented to the partition ; nearly one 
half of the reprefentatives of the 
equeftrian order' were abfent or re- 
moved. As for the plan of a new 
conftitution, it adopted all the defefts 
of the old government of Poland, in- 
troduced pernicious novelties, and de- 
prived the legiflature of the power of 
correfting its own laws. By the moft 
deftruftive of thefe new inftitutions, 

m 

the interpretation of the laws, and 
ahnoft -the whole exercife of the exe- 
cutive power, were united in a per- 
manent council, whofe fuperinten- 
-*dance lafted near two years. This 
councilj thus conftituted, conftanly 

G affembled. 
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aflembled, neceflkrily ^ predomibotitted 
over the general council, which, m^t 
^nly fix weeks in a twelvemonth. 

Such an organization of the.goverxi- 
ment neceffarily facilitated foreign 
influence ; for it was much cafier to 
corrupt a body which confifted of few 
members, than fuch an affejxibLy as 
the Diet. Ruffia deemed this i$)ecies 
-of conftitution to be fubfervient to her 
defigns and interefts, and Ihe proposed 
and fupported it with her whole 
ftrength;; while the republic^, for 
difFerent'reafons, ^ave it a fbreauoiM 
oppt^tion. 

The king himfelf, fupported by a 
majority of the Diet, rgcftcd thde 

infidious 
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infidious decrees, which were artful- 
ly called reformations. A whole year 
of intrigues, of bribery, and of threats 
and menaces, was neceflary to fur- 
mount thefe difficulties, and to over- 
come this laft refiftancie. 

Thefe xfieafures were revived in 
the following year, and took place 
in 1776. When they Were prdpt)fed 
to the Diet, in order to complete and 
ratify this revolution, ih the begin- 
ning of that year, Staniflaus Potocki, 
the Nuncio, or feprefentsttive of 
Lublin, Ij^eakfrlg before this regerie- 
rated affdmbly, which profefled . stn 
intention to reftore Poland to her rattk 
amongft the powers of Europe, thus 
defcribed that Diet in 1776 : "This 

G 2 « Diet," 
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*' Diet,*' laid he, " violated the njoft 
facred national rights j every free 
and independent Pole faw himfelf 

^* .expelled from that place, which 
ihoiild have been regarded as the 
fanftuary of liberty — ^The fenate 
houfe was furrounded by foldiers, 

^* and accefe was denied to every vir- 

"tiious, patriotic, and public-fpirit- 

" ed member of the Diet.'* 

The a<Jl: of tlie 15th of March, 1775, 
'which conftituted the permanent 
Council, and air the new laws, (it 
ihould be rememberbd) were figned 
by the Ruffian minifter : the Envoys 
-of the two other contracting powers 
have never ratified thefe inftitutions, 
although their concurrence and %na- ' 

lure ' 
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ture were neceflary ; and the republic- 
gave pofitive inftrucHons to that efFeft 
to the delegation \vhich was empow- 
ered to treat with theni ; but Raffia 
confidered this- as a mere matter of 
form, and-pafled by this negled and 
fundamental nullity in their proceed- 
ings* 



She not onFy compelled Poland to 
accede .to this treaty, fo ruinous to 
herfelf, and fo advantageou&.to Ruffia, 
but £he impofed the yoke of h@r own • 
perpetual guaranty upon all the new 
laws, whether they had a reference 
to police, revenue, or conftitutional 
arrangement, which was proclaimed 
with drums and trumpets at the gates 
of Warfaw. This was the laft mor- 
tal 
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t^ ftroke to this esepiriDg cotsmon- 
wealth ;— from henceforward^ the 
name of Poland -was erafed from the 
catalogue of nations; flie WM no 
longer, it is tnie, plundered by her 
protc<^or8, or invsKkd by her atu^ar> 
Ti» i but the Ruffian Ambailador bo* 
came the Viceroy of Poland,, his cren^ 
tures were the exdufive members of 
the Permanent Council, his troops 
gorrifoned her fortreffcs^ and a ftries 
of fervile Diets introduced th^ le- 
thargy which generally accompani^ 
the Ipfs of liberty. 

Europe, from this period, confi- 
dtred Poland as a vaflal of the 5j»- 
pjrefs, until the day of retribution 
arrived j — a fecret difcosttent an* 

nounced 



k - 
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nouaced its approach-r-*the cUipoiition 
of the country, and the Turkilh war,, 
accelerated her emancipation* The 
Republic faw with indignation, her 
fouthern provinces fwarming with- 
Ruffian troops, burthen ed by their 
magazines, infefted by their foraging. 
and recruiting parties, treated as tri- 
butaries, and fubjecled to all the hor- 
rors of the war between Ruffia and 
Turkey. When the Diet was affem- 
bled, a powerful fovereigh * ad- 
dreffed a celebr,ated memorial to 
them, which gave light and infor- 
mation to U^cir councils, and ftimu- 
lated the energy of their proceed- 



* Frederick William, tlie prefent King 
of Pruffia. 
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ings. The refult of his generous 
eflbrts and laudable exertions, will 
form a brilliant page in the annals of ' 
the eighteenth century. 



CilAR 
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CHAP. VII. 



Turkijh Wars^-^Oriental Syjiem of 

Ruffta. 

HE events which we have re- 
lated, are only the firft links of that 
chain with which Ruffia had defign- 
ed to bind Europe ; but her fyftem 
extended farther. The^ fidelity of the 
Ottoman Porte to fulfil her engage- 
ments with Poland, broached defigns 
which were meditated in the time of 
Peter the Great ; defigns conformable 
to the chara<5ter of the Emprefe. 

Her 
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' Her troops, in purfuit of the Po- 
lifh confederates at Bar, di^d not pay- 
more refpeft to the Ottoman, than 
to the territories* of Pbiknd ; they 
pillaged the, city of Balta, in Molda- 
via. Upon demands of reparation, 
the Ruffians replied by a repetition 
of the fame outrages in various parts 
of the Turkifh dominions, which 
vxcre the afylum of the Poles. This 
was a violation of treaties^ and of the 
laws of nations ; the. treaty of Pruth 
forbid that military tyranny which 
they exercifed. in Poland ; as foon as 
the vigilant and enlightened poKcy of 
the Duke, de Chpifeul had decided 
the opinion of the Porte, or, as they 
themfelves had been roufed by the 
infradlions of the treaties of Carlo- 

4 

witz. 
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witz, of Pruth, and of Conftantino- 
ple, her declaration of war was con- 
fined to the neceffity of guarding her 
frootiers. Having guarranteed the 
republic of Poland in the entire pof* 
feflion of her dominions, fhe was in- 
terefted to prevent her difmember- 
ment. Would to Heaven that other 
European courts had the fame refpeft 
for, and the fame firmnefs and cou- 
rage to maintain their engagements. 

Fortune, however, feconded injuf- 
ticej the boldnefs and brutal,, but 
firm, courage of her foldiers, gave 
advantages to the Ruffians, , in fpite 
of the inexperience and awkwardnefs 
of her officers. l*he valour of the 
Turks became inefieftUal, by the con- 
tinual 
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tinual change of their commanders, 
by the whimfical projefts of fome of 
their officers, which counterafted ge- 
neral fyftems ; and the want of fub- 
ordination, wdrfe even than cowar- 
dice in an army ; by that corrup- 
tion of the enemy which pervaded the 
Divan, and by that pufiUanimity 
which was the'affociate of Muftapha 
the Third upon the Turkifh throne. 

After feveral defeats, the Porte 
figned, in 1774, the treaty of Kain- 
ardick, a monument of her weak- 
nefs, an indication of her fupinenefs, 
and the herald of future misfortunes. 
This was the bafe upon which Ruffia 
raifed the fuperftrufture of futdre 
defigns ; this was the inftrument with 

which. 
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which, as the clear-fighted forefitw, 
the Emprefs would break that fceptre 
which flie had intended to deprefs : 
from this period, Europe, alarmed, 
or exaggerating th^ declamations of 
the parafites of the Emprefs, confi- 
dered the Ottoman Empire at the eve 
of deftruftion. 

, This opinion was formed by vulgar 
minds, who hjive fufficient underftand- 
ing to conneft caufes and effe^fa, with- 
out any allowances for the changes 
wrought by chance, and by circum- 
flances in human affairs, to confound 
neceflity with accident, and bring po- 
litical fyftems into the compafs of , 
conjedure and imagination. 

But 



^ ( 134 ) 

But mon, whom thefe idle, fpocula- 
tioAS did not influence^ faw Ru^a^ in. 
a fituation not leis exhaufted' and en- 
feebled thajn her enemies : fronji thfsx 
corifeffion of Marqfchal Munich him- 
fdf, the laft wajr but one, with Turkey, 
h^d coft Ruffia two hundred ajid fifty 
thoufand men ; — imagination is ajapia^- 
ed at the number of her foldiers which 
peri£bed iiii Poland, in Tartary, on 
the Niefter, on the Danube, andJn* 
the Archipelagp, from 1768 to 1774* 
PugatiJbhefE maflacred one hundred 
thoufand, the plague dpftroyed eight 
hundired thqufand men : in 1 771, four 
* hundred thoufand CalmucI^, perfe- 
^uted by RuiSa ; emigrated into Afia : 
thefe loffes were repeated in a defer t, , 
which counts only twenty inhabitants 

. for 
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for a ^Ha)Pe of tfcree miUs; where 
HI the fpWfem are preflfed ; where » 
ipjdi^r 13 t^m ff^cm a proportion of 
thirty-fiye iohabitants : foitie thou? 
ijwd' Greehs^. forced^ or enticed' from 
their country, by iniidious i»?on[>]&6, 
fome foreign colonies, abortive alo^oft 
,in their birth, a coUeftion of vaga- 
bptids and adventurers, who fbund 
their qnly refiigi^ in. Rufli^i, CQuld. i3iOt 
compenlate this deftru<Etive de{)opula»' 
tion :-^tnie it i^, that-fwarms of Got 
i^ks and Calmucks, tribes more bar- 
barous than their names, could hardly 
be regretted ; but to lofe and to pof- 
fefe is a jcpntradiftion ; nor would ge^ 
neratioijs be produced with the facili- 
ty with which manifeftos and tables 
of populi^tion are framed or forged in 

newfpapers j 
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new4>apers ; it is alfo true, that ufur- 
patidns in Poland, and conquefts in 
Turkey increafe the number of her 
flaves ; but afluredly Ruffia cannot 
fupply her loffes and her depopula- 
tion, by the conquefts of her neigh- 
bours* 

The finances, public credit, the. 
fleet, the magazines, all felt the ge- 
neral lofs ; ruinous fchemes, paper 
money, profufely increafed, announc- 
ed the want of refources ; it was evi- 
dent that the Emprefs, in the midft 
of her viclories and bombaft, bad 
earneftly folicited peace through the 
mediation of Mr. Murray, the Eng- 
lifli Refident at Conftantinople, and 
of Mr. De Zegelin, the Pruffian Mi. 

nifter. 
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niften It was well known that thit 
brilliant expedition to the Archipela- 
go, which aftonifhed Europe, had 
only produced vaft expence^ devafta- 
tion in Greece, a viAory due to Eng- 
lifli experience, to the abilities of 
Elphinflone, Dugdale, and the Fie- 
montefe Count Mafin ; but no con- 
quefts were retained, no advantage, 
equal to tftiit expence : prodigality of 
public money was accompanied with 
private wafte, with magnificence, with 
largeffes almoft incredible ; the em- 
pire, thus decoirated with dazzling 
fplendour, could fcarcely depend upon 
two-fifths, of the revenues of Eng- 
land J and her circulation, her com- 
merce, or her public riches, were far 

from 



. ( 138 ) - 
hoim fufiatmng thefe amazing enter- 

- ^ ■ 

prizes* 

TfeiC campaign of 1774, watpre- 
eeded by ikknefs and defertion in the 
exhaufled army of Rofnanzoff, wko 
was fared by the timidity of. the 
Grand Vizir, and his want of know-* 
ledge te profit by his advantages* 
An adventurer, a Coflack, had pro- 
pagated the fpirit of revok,. which 
hdd penetrated as far as Mofcow, and 
proved the danger to which a bold 
man, le& cruel, and more &gacious, 
might reduce an empire in the feafon 
of foreign wacfare.^ 

From all thefe obfervations, pene- 
traling politicians f(»'efaw, that in 

the 
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the intQxication of viftory, Ruffia 
knew no bounds ; but that the ex* 
cef& of her profperity would produce 
aUmitationt 

After the peace of Kainargiki the 
defigns of diihiembering the Otto- 
man empire were difclofed. The Em- 
prefs, exalted by her favourites, by 
writers, who excited her enthufiafm 
to emancipate Greece, and to reiga 
at Conftantinople, perceiving the de- 
Ucapy of her fituation, and informed 
of the revolutions which had de- 
throned fo many of her predecefibrs, 
imagined fhe could elevate her repu- 
tation, and build her fecurity upon 
the foundations of a new empire at 
the Bofphorus, Allegorical prints, en- 

grave4 
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graved at Peterfburg, reprefented this 
Princefe tramplmg upon the ftandar J 
of Mahomet, and repairing the ruins 
of Greece. Medals were ftruck with 
the reprefentation of the Labarum * : 
—all the arts, and. all the talents of 
Ruflia, excited this idofatry, and fti- 
mulktedthe defign of the deftrudibn 
of the Ottoman empire in Europe. 
Partitioning treaties were the oiBpring 
oTlegipris of mercenarjj; writers. 

By the treaty of Kainargik, the 
two powers had acknowledged the 
Crimea to htfree and independent ; they 
reciprocally engaged not to enter into 

any 

* The Standard of Conftantine, adopted by 
the Turks, was thus called*. 
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any intrigues, not any proj^fts, <o 
interrupt the mutual harmony ; but 
the Court of Peterfburg emulated 
the example of the Roman emperors; 
who fent generals into Gaul, or into 
Armenia, to proclaim their manifef« 
tos by the found of the trumpet. 
Poland exhaufted, could not oppofe 
her decrees; in fubtradting or mif- 
leading the Tartars from their depen-. 
dence upon the Porte, they contrived 
to keep them in their own fubordina* 
tion — they acquired harbours and for- 
treffes on the Euxine — 2l KJian,^ de- 
voted to their interefts, governed 
thofe regions, fo famous in the. dreams 
of mythology — ^arfenals, docks, and 
fortifications, were erefted, upon 
thefe frontiers, with batteries and 

citadels* 
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citadeb. '^is Imperial Cofofliid placed 
one foot on Cherfon, and the other 
in Kamchatka. Sahim Gueray, a 
docile chieftain, overlooked the nets 
with which he was encircled — grati- 
tude and itatereft attached hitn to the 
Eraprefs ; his eleAibn was JEbrced, 
Hke that of Poland, with the fame 
views, and the fame intentions. 

This chief, the avOwed partizan 
of Rufli'a, who had facrificed the na- 
tional interefts to the ambition of the 
Czarina, excited general difcontent. 
In 1777, he was deprived of his mili- 
tary command, and thirty thoufand 
indignant Tartars chofe a fucceflbr. 
Neither his rfghts nor his powers, 
fecured under a RtifGan giiarrarify, 

could 



couldlceep him within neutral bounds; 
his troops advanced to pacify the Cri- 
mea, as they had heretofore pacified 
Poland. This diftrift^ declared in- 
<!ependent by a treaty, attefted in 
the moft folenin manner, was attack* 
ed by a Ruffian army, who reftored 
the Khan who had been difpoflefied. 
His competitor fought an afylum at 
Gonflantinople, folicitedfuccours, and 
effeMd to the Porte that appendage 
which fihe had loft. The example of 
Ruflia would have encouraged the 
Grand Seignior to interfere in this 
ifilpute, and tb'protefl: a chief freely 
and legally defted: but the faith of 
treaties, and the diftates of prudence, 
reftraincd the Divan ; they refufed an 
audience to the Tartar deputies, and 

they 
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they confined themielves to reprefen- 
tations* But though the Ruffians re- 
mained mafters of the country, and 
kept their acquiiitions, the Porte had 
the weakneis to acquiefce in the re- 
eflabliihment of a chief protected by 
the Emprels. 

, Thefe pacific views, this impru- 
dent, conceffion, eniboldened Ruffia j 
at the fame inftant ihe ftarted new 
difiiculties, and propofed a treaty of 
commerce, the principles of which 
revealed her intentions. Though this 
treaty was the difgrace of the empire, 
and though an infurreftion had put 
Conftantinople in danger, the fame 
councils, the fame inconfiderate mo- 
deration governed Turkey ;- and in 

17795 
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1779, £he figned an additional con- 
vention prefented to her as^ the ieal 
of an eternal reconciliation^ 

Thefe facrifices, it was eafy to fore- 
tel, would produce no more than a 
momentary truce, and that new dif- 
putes would fpring from this fource. 
That .policy muft be condemned 
which avoids a war by thofe concef- 
fions which affure to adverfaries a ftill 
greater facility of hoftile operations. 

The PoTte had a new danger to en- 
counter, while the Emprefs had hopes 
of a new ally. Whether it was the 
effect of an inconftancy peculiar to 
the cabinet of Peterfburg, or by the 
operation of fome connections with 

H the 



( 146 ). 
the Houic o£ Aufiria, her treaty xritll 
the King of Fruffia had ^^^rHr The 
court of yiaxnz had forgot her old 
fears and her andent prindjdes ; eight 
years before^ fhe would not fiiffier 
the Ruffians to extend their influence 
in Moldavia, nor allow them to ap- 
proach her frontiers, nor pafi the 
Danube and g^ve laws to Turkey. 
The Emprefr-Queen, and Prince Kau- 
nitz, influenced by thefe maxims, 
entered into a negotiation with the 
Porte*: but the death erf Maria- 
fhcrefa introduced new iyft^ms; 
diftruft was changed into reciprocal 

confidence^ 

*, The King of Pruffia's Memoirs relate the 
atarm created in tht; court of Vienng, by the am- 
bition of RuiEa at this time. 



( >47 > 
confideike. Before this period, the 
peace of Tefchen had been concluded 
under the mediation of Catherine 
the Second, A myfterious inter- 
view^ between that Princefe and the 
Emperor had taken place, which had 
united intcrefts fo apparently difcor- 
dibit. A fecret treaty confirmed the 
fears of Europe, and engaged the 
general attention touching thofe pro^^ 
je&s upon which this formidable aflb- 
ciation was grounded. Such was the 
crifo in which the Emprcfs, in 1782, 
invaded the Crimea. 

Sahim Gueray, the mercenary and 
felonious i»ftrument of the Ruffian 
policy, abdicated his dignity : but 
did he furrcnder it to his conftituents .^ 

H 2 No ; 
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'No ; he fold it to the Emprefs r fae 
&ld that fo vereignty to which he had 
BO claim. iThis ele^d chief fold his 
maf^iers and his detlors; but this 
ceffion V/2S ridiculous. If the King 
of Poland had fold his throne, would 
the reft of Europe ratify the bargain^ ? 
Immediately a Ruffian army plundoiv. 
cd thofe provinces which were ren- 
dered free in 1 777, fubjefted them to 
her laws, and an apologiiing mani- 
fefto followed the invafion. 

When Tamerlane, Attila, and Na- 
dir Shaw; fubjecled their neighbours, - 
equity was a flight obftacle ^ without 
fcruples, and without chicane, they 
^jcereifed their powers ; nor did fhame 
colpur or mafque their injuftice* In 

our 
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our days we are told, that politenefsy 
humanity, and philofophy, violate 
treaties, difmember ftates, fpread dif- 
cord, and legitimate ufurpations. 
Poland abufes her liberty : flavery^ 
it is faid, ihould relieve, her from anar- 
chy. Are diffentions excited in Swe- 
den, publick liberty becomes the pret** 
text.— Ignorant countries, like the 
Crimea, ihould be poliflied by force 
of arms. 

In her apologifing manifefto, the 
Emprefs announced^ that ihe bad loft 
the product of her victories, if Sahim 
Gueray did not remain under her 
proteftion: — that was to fay, that 
ihe had confecrated the independence 
of " the Tartars, and the freedom of 

their 
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their elecHons, fo long as thofe fran- 
chifes were fubfervicnt to her inte- 
refts. By a parity of reafcm, die 
Porte could ufurp the foverign autho- 
rity of this diftriftf thus the inde-^ 
pendence of the Crimea, uncon(& 
^tionally eftabliflied in 1 774, coh£fted 
in receiving the law from either of 
thofe powers, whenever one .of them 
fhould deem it expedient to difpofe 
of her fovereignty. According to this 
mai)ifefto, it was the love of order 
and public tranquility, whidi, with 
the Divine affiftance, had introduced 
the RuiCan arms into the Crimea ; 
which had exercifed a tyrannical Iway, 
difpofed of the fovereignty, appeafed 
revolts, and given a fupremacy over 
the foveroign himfelf. 

All 
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Al thcfe meafurcs were di^atec. 
filely by the imperial regard for huma'- 
mtjy grounded iipon a cmvidiony that 
Tartars could, not appreciate the valt^ 
of indepeTidence. Laftly, by the right 
of ancient conqueji^ which had been 
annihilated by the treaty of 1 774, and 
by the only method of enfuring the 
bleffings of a lafting and permanent 
peace. 

By the cxtcnfion of fucfi arguments^ 
th^ Czarina had a right to the poffef- 
fion of Turkey. The ennui of de- 
bates, tjie care of tranquillity, the 
fecurity of good neighbourhood, 
would have given fimilar poffeffory 
claims to Ruflia in the furrounding, 
provinces. Georgia, Moldavia, as 

well 
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well as the Crimea, would furnifli 
fubjcds of mutual difcord. Step by 
. ftep, this progreffive argument w^ould 
reach Egypt, and every province con- 
nefted with, aad tributary to, the . 
Porte, which might, from thofe cir- 
cumftances, create alarms and inquie- J 

tudes ; fo that, from a chain of rea- 
foning, it might be ultimately, and 
juftly, inferred, that nothing but the 
univerfal fubjeftion of Turkey could 
enfure a folid and permanent pacifi- 
cation. 

Upon the intelligence of this enter- 
prize, the Porte, fufpended between 
furprife and indignation, prepared a 
formidable refiftance — If a patriotic • 
policy had had its due influence, flie 

would 
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would have regarded her fafety, her 
juft refentment, and popular, tu- 
mults; flie would have rigged her 
fquadrons and ftruck her tents; a pow- 
erful influence, prefcribed by mode- 
ration at leafl, delayed thofe enter- 
prizes which true policy enjoined: 
doubts of difafters were artfully in- 
fufed, the operations of the Emperor 
were magnified, the auxiliary of Ruf-- 
fia ready to aft in concert with a hun- 
dred thoufand men. Thefe tempo- 
rifing councils prevailed oyer motivcfs 
of felf-defence ; and although Con- 
ftantinople, taken in forty-nine days, 
by Mahomet the Second, had remain- 
ed defencelefs fince that period, and 
without any barrier towards the Black 
Sea, a. convention, fignedin January 

H 3* ,1784,. 
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17849 authorifed the ufurpation of 
the Crimea and of Couban, but upon 
articles which were infringe with 
the fame facility with which they had 
been framed. 

Georgia and Cabartas foon after- 
wards experienced the fame fete ; the 
Prince ^ Heraclius was bribed ; Egypt 
was inflamed by the intrigues of Rnf- 
fia: every where, particularly in 
Moldavia an4 Wallachia, in the Archi- 
pelago, her confuls were incendiaiies 
employed to corrupt the vaffijs oi 
the Porte, and to excite infurreftions. 
Since the treaty of 1 774, two of thcfc 
emiifaries had been puniihed, and 
the Emprefe regarded their pnniih«- 
merit as an infradion of the laws of 

' nations. 
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nations, tn the midft of peace, fome- 
Greeks were taken away by force; 
if Ruffian fliips entered the Propoii- 
tis, it was by falfe reprefentations of 
the number and tonnage of thofe 
vcflels ; every day gave rife to fome 
vexatious pretenlions, and they pro- 
ceeded to enter into the fecret coun- 
cils of the Divan to interfere in her 
adminiftration, to influence the choice,, 
and to exad the difmiffion of public 
officers. 

« 

The obferver of thcfe differences, 
fo difficult to terminate, after multi- 
plied treaties and conventions, muft 
neceflarily alk what would be the iffue 
of this , war of increafing grievances 
- and conventions, each of which has 

generated 
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generated new encroachments and 
new troubles? The demands of Ruf- 
iia increafed in proportion to the con- 
defceniion or hefitation of the Divan. 
The opinions of Europe were divided 
upon the confequences of this crifis, 
when ihe faw the fecond Catherine 
realize the fable of Sefoftris, depart- 
ing with inconvenient pomp from 
the frozen plains of Ingria, to dif- 
play her powers on the embouchures 
of the rivers on the Black Sea, to 
penetrate into new conquefts defolated 
fince their fubmiffion, with a dazzling 
and impofing proceffion ; and receiv- 
ed on the banks of the Nieper by a 
King of Poland, in the Xauride by 
the Emperor of Germany, and' march- 
ing uath a convoy of forty thoufand 

men 
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men, to take pofleffion of a MtifluU 
man country, under the eyes of the 
fucceflbr of the Khaliphs. While 
this Princefs difplayed an Oriental 
magnificence before a people, whom, 
in her laft manifefto, fhe had called 
an -afylum of freebooters— while the 
Greek defcription of the road to Bi- 
zantium appeared upon the gate-way 
at Cherfon ; fhe difquieted the Turks 
by new diplomatic hoftilities. 

This pageant, this oftentation, at 
length roufed the lion from his flum- 
ber. The Emprefs was fcarcely re- 
turned to Peterfburg, before her en- 
voy was imprifoned in the feven tow- 
ers, the Black Sea was covered with 
ihips, the Turkifh troops were march- 
ing 



( tsff ) 

ibg tltf ough a territory^ which had 
rcdenliy re^^eduoed her triumphai ac« 
dain»tion$. 

Political erents, and the fileiit t6^ 

Volutions which were fecretljr op^rsA^ 
ing In many parts of Europe^ &em* 
ed to favour t resolution, whidi wag 
juft and deciiive. Moft cabinets were 
tired of the Ruffian haughtinefi, or 
difhirbed by her projc^ ; and her in- 
timacy with Auftria could not leffen 
this anxiety. Penetration could not 
rejeft the furmife, that a fecret jea- 
loufy fubfifted between the two courts, 
and that the Emperor, an enlightened 
prince, having the choicq of vicinity, 
would prefer the exhaufted Turks 
in his alliances, to the Ruffians, \vhofe 

prcpond»an« 
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prepondetaflce was every v^fcef e cofi- 
V£ffted into a fovereign influence. 
Since the peace of Belgrade, /the good 
intelligence between Vienna "atid the 
Porte, was not interrupted. The 
Turks refpefted the misfortunes of 
TVtaria Therefa ; nor did they profit 
by the embarraflments of ^ 1 740, nor 
thofe of thefeven-years war.— Some 
light clouds were feen to interrupt 
this harmony: — the Divan had dif- 
'perfcd them with moderation: the 
Bofiiian limits were amicably arrang- 
ed, and the diftrifts of Buckovine 
' were ceded by Turkey with unex*^ 
peAed facility. 

V 

I 

Froni thefe circumftanccs, it was 
foppofed that the court of Vienni 

would ' 
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would aA, at leaft, the part of a 
fimpie auxiliary, if ihe did not re- 
prefent the charader of a dignified 
neutrality. 

Though the principal, and oldeft, 
ally of Turkey was occupied by in- 
ternal troubles, indecifive in her' po- 
litical fyftem, and could only relieve 
her by negociations, many other ftates 
offered fecret fervices. The Emprefs 
had cooled the attachment of England 
by a conduft, which in- London was 
called ingratitude. Detached from 
PruiEa, fhe had promifed her guar- 
rantee for the Bavarian exchange; 
and Berlin confidered the court of 
Peterfburg as the Emperor's affociiite. 
Poland, meditating revenge, coafi-^ 

dcred 
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dered the Turks as their guardians j 
aiid laftly, Sweden had equal inte- 
refts to defend, to render her gua- 
rantee, fo often flighted, refpedaUe, 
and to refume, after twenty years 
interval, her equilibre in the North. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIIL 



Con/iHutm^^Rij^n Influence in Stoe- 
denr—Affmrt cf Finland. 

1 H I S ftate was the moft aggrieved 
by Ruflia ; the power which deprived 
her of fo many provinces in the be- 
ginning, governed her by a corrupt 
and defpotic influence in the fequd 
of this century. The condud of 
Charles the Twelfth, the pride, and 

the misfortune of Sweden, had pro- 

duced 
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duceda revolotion in the govenunent^ 
in wfaicli the patt only was con£der- 
ed^ without any regard to iuture 
evils, expet^ience of evils often affeds 
nations too mudi to allow thpm to 
weigh and to examine their remedial 
provifionS) the inconveniences of 
which fire' often long concealed, till 
futurity <j^overs their fatal confe* 
que&ces. 

The impetuous difcontent of Swe- 
den, or of fome demagogues, d^ftroy. 
ed the balance of the componeiat parts 
of her c0nftitution. 

In the rece& of her diuts, tljie power 
bdgfed in the fenate controlled 
the royal authority ; the nomination 

and 
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and qualification of fenators were 
given, with the whole legiflative 
power, to the ftates. The executive 
power. was fubjccled to a body, each 
member of which might be difmiiled 
by the flates ; and the judicial power 
was veiled in their committees. Dur- 
ing their feffions, the ccnnplete execu^ 
tive power "was vefted in a fecret com- 
miffion of the fbtes, without limit 
or balance, in a body of fevcn, per- 
haps eight, hundred men. The re 
authority was confined to mere re| 
fentation; the King could not diiii 
an impertinent fervant } and, in] 
Sheridan's words, ** he appea 
" only as a fiate pageant, decora 
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*^ for holidays and courtly fcfti- 
^' valsf/' 

This conftitution favoured all the 
defeds, all the difbrders of internal 
policy, and all the fchemes of foreign 
adverfaries ; and confequently, by 

the 



f Mr. Sheridan (the fi>n of the late Ma- 
nager of the Dublin theatre, who has exe&iplified 
his theory in the education of his children, and 
to whofe valuable labours the tranflator is happy 
to advert) was fecretary to Sir John Goodrick, 
when the revolution, which he has recorded} 
took place in 1774* He was afterwards Secre- 
ury at War in Ireland, but he was difmiffed in 
1789, after the great queflion of the Regency 
was decided, with a penfion of 800L The ap- 
pointment of his fiicceflor was fo oddly con- 
trived,'as to lofe, inilead of acquiring, parliameir- 
tary influence in Ireland.' 



\ 
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the treaty of Newftadt, in 1721, the 
Czar became its gaurantee. 

Experience is the ftireft teft of go- 
vernment: princiides may be con- 
demned when attended with pemid« 
oitS'c£&6b. WlMit was the portrait 
of Sweden in 1772? General weak- 
nefs, fliameful negleft in all her de- 
partments; an inconfiderate war in 
1757, unfldlftilly, dilhonourably con- 
duced; the love of glory fubdued 
by thie fpirit of intrigue, and the 
wdfare of the ftate by a criminal fei- 
fiihneis : places conferred, and powers 
torn from their monarch by a fic- 
tion; all was venal i each fuffrage, 
aBd each m^^ority, the objects of 
mercantile calculation. *^ Corrup- ^ 

** tion 
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^^ tion was fo tranlceiidatit/' iky& 
Fre4erict; the Grea(^ ^^ that at cuiq 
^^ time a French, and at anolihQr s^ 
^^ RuffiaA, fa<flioiv prevailed^ whtJb? 
^^ the national party xnever predoipi* 
<^natcd/' 

RuflSa played the principal p;pt in 
this fcene of confufion ; meditating 
the arbitration of the Swediih go- 
vernment, no opportunity was loft to 
profit by the general ^anarchy ; and 
her fancy decided, in 175O) the con* 
tefted bounds of Finland. 

RufTia, allied with France a^d 
Auftria, from the diflike of EUzaheth 
to the King of PruiSa, produced that 
demolition in 1756 of the leeUe ren^ 

nant 
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nant of royal authority, as the firft 
fruits of that combmntion, accompa- 
Aied with mortifying infults to the 
King and Queen : and lafUy, that 
war in 1756, where Sweden followed 
as a vaflal in proceffion, without in- 
tereft, reafon, or juIHce, and faw 
her brave legions fecrificed to. the fri- 
Volity of her goverment. 

Intrigues and bribes at Stockholm 
were doubled fince the accefllon of the 
fecond Catherine : .the predominance 
of the party of the Bonnets was fecur- 
ed ; file didated all their refolutions ; 
and while ihe laboured to introduce 
anarchy into Poland, £he confirmed 
and ratified it in Sweden. Nothing re- 
mained except the dethronement of 
the 



i 
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the King; when the intrepidity of 
Guftavus the Third prevented this 
laft attempt, reftored the empire of 
the laws, circumfcribed that liberty 
which confifted only in the fale of 
public welfare, and banifhed for ever 
that defpotifm of corruption under 
which fhe had fo long been afflifted. 

The Emprefs had engaged the King 
of Pruflia in a convention, to guaran- 
ty the Swedifli gavernment as eftablifh- 
ed by the treaty of Newftadt in 1721. 
From thence we may eftimate her 
furprife at this revolution. — " Anger 
" and vengeance,'* fays Frederick 
the Second, " would have had an im- 
" mediate operation, ~ had not the 
** Turks firmly refifted the hard 

' I "and 



** and imperious terms of peace wtlch. 

•Mhe had propofed/ The King 

** of Sweden, aware of the danger by 
*' which he was menaced, laboured 2k 
" conciliation with Denmark, that he 
*' might be engaged with a fingle ad* 
** verfery. ■' 

Here we have the moft revered, 
and moft decifive evidence of the de* 
figns of the Emprefs againft Sweden : 
after this, it is no lefs true than it is 
aftonifliing, that in a reply, con- 
tained in a libel, avowed by the cabi- 
net of Peterfburg) entitled, "' Ob/er' 
vatkm and Hijiorual Ecclairciffe^ 
nients^^ ftudioufly circulated in Fin*- 
land, effrontery could mifreprefent 
thefe precautions of Guftavus, againft 

the 
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the joint animofity of Denmark and 
RufSa, under the idea of a voluntary 
and fanciful aggreffion, which the teaft 
menace from Ruffia would have pre- 
vented. 

Affuredly Ruffia was not then in a 
formidable ftate — ^Had the King- of 
Sweden profited by her loffes, the ab- 
fence, ficknefs, and mifery of her 
troops, the terror and indications of 
revolt > upon the near Approach of 
PugatfchefF, he had nothing to fear ; 
fave only an abufive ^nd fophiftical 
manifefta from the Ruffian minif- 
ters. 

This Prince was governed by other 
maxims : he faved the Emprefs from 

I 2 new 
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tiew dangers ; and public notoriety 
will prove a chain of folicitude, to 
maintain harmony and good under- 
ftanding between the two courts. 

Notwithftanding this determina- 
tion, the Ruffian intrigues increafed, 
the flighteft pretexts for difcontent 
"were magnified in Sweden by mit 
reprefentation ; emiflaries were found 
in her provinces, to inflame the peo- 
ple by falfe infinuations. 

Since the peace of Abo, RulEa had 
fecretly laboured to detach Finland 
from Sweden : befide this enterprize 
diftated by her ruling principle of 
ufurpation, the vaft proje<fts of the 
Czarina induced her to prevent the 

efforts 
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efforts of Sweden to affift her allf, 
and to attack Ruffia in i vulnerable 
place. At one time, (he fomented the 
fpirit of revolt, at another, flic pro- 
mifed the Finlanders independency. 
The Baron Sprengporten, loaded with 
the favours of the^King of Sweden, 
and invefted with great employments 
in Finland, with every mark of confi. 
dence and bounty, was gained by the 
offers of the Emprefs, and had no * 
fcruples to betray his king, his coun- 
try, and the moft facred obligations. 



A RufEian officer, under the pre- 
text of curiofity, had, in 1786, vifit- 
ed the pofts of Finland, reconnoitred 
thofe which might be attacked, arid 
endeavoured to found and to cor- 
rupt 
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nipt the principles of the inhabi- 
tants. 

This clandeftine war engaged the 
unceafing vigilence of the Swediffi 
King : of the fecret defigns of Ruffia 
he could not doubt ; but the moment 
of open refiftance was not come ; and 
danger was concealed, left the king« 
dom ihould be involved in a prema* 
ture rupture. 

At length the Porte was roufed 
from its lethargy. — To indicate the 
aggreffor would be idle :— afluredly, 
tired with the hoftilities of ten years, 
(he was not obliged to attend the 
vifit of the Ruilians at the gates of 
Conftantinople.— Their treaty with 

Swden, 
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Sweden, in 17595 enabled them to 
folicit fuccours.— Tbe intereft and 
engagements of Guftavus concurred 
with their defire, 

Rullia immediately refolved to 
cripple Sweden, by thofe meafures 
which had ruined Poland, enflaved 
the Crimea, and fubje^led Coiirland« 
The embers of the flame in 1772 were 
revived — the Count Rofamoufld re- 
fumed the part of his predeceffors a^ 
minifier of the Emprefs — every en* 
gine was employed to excite a faftion 
againft the King — the Ruffian En- 
voy's condu^ was moft indifcreet— • 
public feduftion was evident in 
his words and a^Jlions — in the capital, 
and under the King's eyes, no Am- 

baflador 
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baSador ever braved fb audadonfly 
the reCpeO. due to foverdgns, the 
rights of hofpitalit^r, and the duties 
of his ninction. The Count Rolamou- 
Iki had forgot difcretion ; his decla- 
rations were outrages, appeals to the 
people againft their fovereigri : — bold 
and inlididus, thefe hoftile notes in- 
fufed rancor and gall into the hearts 
of too many.— The government did 
not forget in this conjurtdure what 
was due to public tranquillity and the 
laws of nations. — The king declined 
to acknowledge his powers as a mi.' 
nifter, and compelled him to aban- 
don the theatre of his intrigues. 

irefs not only juflified, but 

of the difhiiilion of her 

minifter : 
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ininiflijr : — Europe was fhocked at tte 
conduft of the court of Peteriburg, 
which treated felf-defence as a proof 
of hoftility, — Neither refped for 
kings, nor prudence, nor concilia- 
tion, formed any part of her conduft ; 
even peace was announced with in-- 
fulting language. 

When victory had abandoned her 
arms, artifice fucceeded; her agents 
tampered with the officers of the Fin- 
land troops — themoftdefpotic court in 
the univerfe refounded the word liber- 
ty in the ears of the Sw^difli fubjefts : 
fome of whom forgot their allegiance 
to their King and country, deferted 
them in the hour of danger, andentered 
into a traiterous correfpondence. — A 

I 3 terrible 
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terrible example, an awful lefibn, for 
thofe fiates whofe defliny placed their 
interefts in oppo&tion to the defigns 
of Ruffia. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 



Negotiations of England and Prtiffta with 
the Czarina — Interejis of the Mari- 
time Powers — The Importance of the 
EJlabliJhment of Ritffia^ as a Navai 
Powery in the Mediteranean. 

I HE inflexible pride, of that court 
prevailed at the moment of the burft* 
ing of a ftorm ; when Poland was 
ready to break her chains, and Pruflia 
to fecond her laudable defigns ; when 
the cabinets of Potfdam and of Lon^ 

don 



( i8o ) 

don engaged in the fame intereft : all 
meditation was fcomfuUy rejefted; 
Ihe received the offer of the Swedifh 
E[ing^ to reconcile her to the Porte,- 
with difdain ; which compelled him 
to the neceflity of defenfive meafures, 
and the completion of his engagements 
with Turkey. 

The mediation of England was, 
equally rejefted without regard to 
their alliance, to paft fervice, or the 
flight ties by which they were allied. 
The Englifli pride and liberality were" 
ihocked with ftratagems, with dif- 
dain, with hoftile intimations^ from 
a court which owed her eternal obliga- 
tions. The expedition to the Archi- 
pelago was fglely to be afcribed to 

Englifli 
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Englifh aid and afliftance, and to thetn 
the glory of it flioiild be afcribed: 
the difabled fleet of the Emprefe har- 
boured, repaired, and viftualled by 
England, could never have cleared 
the Channel without the Ikill of Bri- 
tilh pilots; nor would they have 
burned the Turkifli fleet, had it not 
been for the ability of the firfl: of 
the maritime powers. If England 
enabled the Ruflian flag to appear 
without diflionour before the Darda- 
nelles, and zealdufly befriended her 
negotiations, what was her acknow- 
ledgement ? A defertion when Eng- 
land was almoft overpowered by her 
enemies, that armed neutrality which 
deprived them of thofe mariners they 
procured from the Baltic, \vhich ena- 
bled 



( i82 ) 

bled Holland to carry oA an illicit 
trade, which fpecioufly gave the title 
of the protedrefs of marine freedom 
to the Empreis, but which, in reality, 
was a mortal wound to the impor- 
tance of England. 

The Englifh capitals and traders are 
the great refource of the Ruffian com- 
merce, the vital principles of her 
tardy circulation ; though the balance 
of trade is a lofs of near one million 
annually to England, though Englifli 
fliips conftitute the half of the veflfels 
which arrive annually at Cronftadt, 
the Emprefs has procraftinated the 
renewal of their commercial treaty : 
•—eluding the folicitations of the Eng. , 
lifh cabinet, promifing much and*ter- 

minating 
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xninating nothing, the negotiation 

has languifhed, and the efiefts of their 
projected arrangements are as humi-^ 
Hating as they are ridiculous. 

The new allies of England invited 
the ^mprefs , to refle£): upon the pro- 
pofed joint arbitration of Great Bri» 
tain and Pruifia* The fucceflbr of 
Frederick the Great, ambitious more 
of the title of a peace maker than of a 
conqueror, held the balance with a 
firm and impartial hand, and pro* 
po&d an amicable adjuftment.— His 
reign daily acquired, without the 
eclat of war, that reputation, which 
wife and able meafures, the wifdom 
of councils, the moderation and juft 
management of power, never fail to 

befioWi 
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bcftow. ThcKingofPruffiahaddii; 
covered a mine of miichief formed ia 
Poland, by Ruffian emiflaries, equally 
dangerous to Pruflii^ as well as to 
Turkey. — An exdufive alliance, was 
rejeded between that republic and 
Ruffia ; by the energy of his dedara- 
tionsy. and the convidion of his refo- 
lution, the court of Berlin warded 
off this ftroke, and gave new life to 
Poland. . Whether the Ruffian minif- 
ters were bUnded by the facifity and 
poffibility of a great event, or whe- 
ther Catherine, intoxicated by fuccefs, 
confulted more her favourites than 
her intereft, fhe rejefted, with dif- 
dain, the idea of mediation; ftie 
braved all rifquds, and the mode- 
ration 
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ration of the King of PruiSa folely 
prevented a formidable alliance of 
five powers againft Ruffia. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 



Concli^on'^^ General Remarks -^Sum^ 
mary of this Work*. 

oUCH are the hiftorical features of 
the prefent time, of which all Eu- 
rope is a witnefe. Her Kings have 
viewed perhaps with too much pru- 
dence, 

* This coDcIufive chapter is, perhaps, the 
moft valuable part of this work. A fhort and 
comprehcnfiye account of the political interefts of 

the 
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dence, the progrefs of this entcrprif- 
ing policy, by which the laws of 
nations have been annulled^ the 

faith 



the difTeront flates in Europe is much wanted ; 
and h is very extraordinary, that, at the prefent 
crifisy an able pamphlet has not appealed upon 
Continental affairs, nor upon the part which this 
country might a^ as the arbiter of Europe. 

According to what, I believe, may be cond- 
dered as. the moH authentic compilation of par- 
liamentary debates, before they were regularly 
publifhed in newfpapers, in 1773-4, ^ TMin 
the debates in the Lilliputian club, where the 
names of the principal fpeakers are traveftied in 
the Gentleman's Magazine ; the principal debates 
in the days of Sir Robert Walpole turned upoo 
foreign treaties and Continental interefts. 

This 
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faith of treaties has diiappeared, and 
the «abufe of |>ower has legitimated 
ufiirpation^ This vail empire, which, 

for 



This Ch^ter tefembles that fhort, but excel- 
lenty abridgement of the fbite of Europe, by Sir 
William Temple, in 1673, presented to the 
Duke of Ormond by that great man at the end of 
his (econd embafly, in anfwer to his fhort quei^ 
don, " What was neceflary to be done ?**— or 
what part this country fhould take at that crifis. 

It were much to be defired that fome able man^ 
in the diplomatic line, would favour the public 
'with fome chart of theprefent fchemes, alli- 
ances, connections, and interefts, of the Con- 
tinent— I fay the public,, becaufe, notwithftand- 
ing fome new doctrines, pu}>licity is the vital 
principle of a free country ;- information and in- 
telligence can alone animate their>xertions,. and 
dircft their energy* It is very eafy to talk of 

committing 
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for twenty years, has fpread tprtor, 
corruption, defpotifin, and war, em- 
braces all varieties of climate, alnd 

comprehend^ 

committing lives and fortunes ; but mankind 
muftbe perfuaded that they are in the right, be- 
fore they can be prevailed upoii to engage with 
zeal, and patriotifm in foreign wars : blindfolded 
exertions are childifh and contemptible. 

For fuch a chara<aer as Sir William Temple^ 
we ihall look in vain, while our embaiHes are be- 
ftowed merely from parliamentary intereft, or 
rendered commo'dious for men who cannot live 
conveniently at home. This great man was 
patronized by the Duke of Ormond, in conie- 
quence of his exertions in the Irifh parliament 
after the reftoration, whefe, as reprefentative of 
the county of Carlow, he appeared as the firft 
fpeaker, and the ableft member, of that aflembly. 
Some time ago I was much difappointed in my 

application 
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comfH'ehends every fipecies^of reiburce. 
Sea& laaceiBbk to European fleets } 
deferts or eiiflaved couxitrifis ax^ her 
frontiers : hitherto, imprefiions upon 

, her 

;^licatu3ai tx> the nobleman vrha inherits his 
name and. virtues, for fbme early raem<Mials of 
Sir William Tem})le» as this part of his life has 
not been dwelt upon by any of his biographers } 
and thefe anecdotes to which I allude, were 

CoUeAedy with fome materials, for a parliamen- 
tary hiftory of Ireland to the revolution, in 
which I liave been for fome time engaged. This 
work I intend to form upon Mr. HatfelPs plan, 
and to render it entertaining by fome memoirs of 
the Duke of Ormond, from papers comniuni- 
Cated to me by a^ particular friend, the heir of 
that illuftrious nobleman, to whom I have the 
honour of being nearly allied : and I fhall leave 
it to my country, if I may hope that a fufficient 
period is allotted to me to accomplifh fo laborr- 
ous an undertaking. 



\ 



( 191 ) 
her territory have been haftily deemed 
imprafticahle. While her adver£u:ies 
remain upon the defenfive, fwarm^ 
of undifciplined lavages emigrate from 
their habitations^ and deftroy e^ten- 
five countries in a campaign. PrufiSLa 
and Poland fiill bleed from thofe ra- 
vages, when troops which are mowed 
down without being fubdued, a^e 
animated by pillage, by fanaticifin, 
or by the ambition of their fovereign, 
who in lofing foldiers, only lofes 
flaves; — woe to thofe ftates which 
border upon this deftruftive power ! 

Peace muft be purchafed by facri* 
fices, or fecured by a jwreparation 
commenfurate to the danger. Ruflia 
menaces at the fame time, Turkey, 

the 
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the North, and Germany: the fe* 
dudion of one, would accelerate the 
conqueft of the others. Solitary 
fefiftance is vain, againft aii empire 
which can produce foldiers, like 
grains of iand, whoie policy has no 
other principles than thofe of intereft, 
and whofe bold maxims correfpond 
with that fortune, which has fo long 
favoured their projects. 

By the fchemes fhe has e:^ecuted 

^ in Poland, that republic, and Cour- 

land, are warned of the danger which 

threatens them, if they Ihould not 

ferioufly advert to timely provifions 
for their firfety. 

Before 
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Before the Ruffian was united with 
the Auftrian army,- Frederick the 
Great was furprifed at the rapidity of 
their progrefs ; he had fecn them pe- 
netrate into the heart of his ftates, and 
lay Pruffia under contribution, a coun- 
try always expofed to invafion, while 
Poland and Courland are under Ruf- 
fian influence. Ruflia, as the auxi- 
liary of the chief of the German em- 
pire, and affociated in his projects, 
can attack Pruffia on the fouth as 
well as the north, aid the Emperor 
by her diverfions, and menace the 
liberty of (Germany. 

Sweden maintains her fituation, 
thanks to the firmnefs and precau- 
tion of her king; but recent events 

K reveal 
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reveal the iecret of that flendo: thread 
upon which her tranquillity depends, 
and demonftrates the neceflity of a ba- 
lance which may place the Empreis in 
due bounds of limitation. 

A fimilar interefl; (hould affed the 
politics of Denmark, if the mem6ry 
of their abfurd rivality with Sweden 
and the prejudices of her minifters, 
ihould no longer facinate that coun- 
try. Can ihe not perceive that her 
alliance is an. inftrum^nt which flie 
lends to Ruifia to difquiet her neigh- 
bours, and to tyrannize over the 
North ? Is it not clear, that in lend- 
ing her influence to weaken, or to 
crufli the powers on the Baltic, fhe 
will ultimately contribute to her own 

depreflion ? 



depreffion ? What would be her fe- 
curity, if the neighbouring powers 
jfhould be difabled, or fubdued by 
RuiEa ? Every thing confpires to in- 
duce Denmark to a mutual defenfive 
alliance, to maintain the equilibre, 
to counterbalance the. preponderance 
of Ruffia, to imitate that noble fyftem, 
the Germanic league, the rampart of 
weak ftates againft the power of a 
great empire. 

The maritime and commercial 
ftates, the South, Italy, and Venice, 
in particular, are affefted by the fame 
interefts, and ftiould participate in the 
fame apprehenfions. Should RufEa 
eftablifti her power in the Mediterra- 
nean, human forcfiglit cannot appre- 
ciate 
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date or comprehend the wide and vaf): 

w 

efie^ of fuch a revolution. 

To all thele, I Ihall fubjoin the fu- 
peremlnent confideration of the happi- 
nefs of Ruilia herfelf, of her true 
glory, of her national interefts, fa- 
crificed to the eclat of a tranfitory 
reign, whofe trophies are fiained with 
blood. That nation, which has fur- 
prifed Europe with the rapidity of her 
civilization, fiiould endeavour to con- 
fummate that great work ; to which 
peace is effential. The natural apti- 
tude of Jthat robuft, flexible, and pene- 
trating people, to repair the ravages of 
fuccefiive wars, would facilitate this 
defign. They yet want arts, manu* 
fadures, internal and foreign com- 
merce, 



y 
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merce, capitals, population ; and her 

civilizatian does not extend beyond 

Mofcow. This cannot be the work 

of a fovereign, engroffed with ideas 

of territorial aggrandizement ; nor 

of favourites trembHng at her nod, at 

their future deftiny, and providing . 

afylums in the neighbouring^ftates as 

refugees from defpotifm. This great 

donation is referved to the nobility, 

to the nation itfelf, formed to give 

examples of virtue, which decorate 

humanity. It is alone by exerting 

her aftivity in the centre of the ftate, 

that her wounds can be healed, and 

that flie can fupport the inconvenient 

and gigantic extent of her empire. 

The 
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The Ruffians ftill proudly remem- 
bcr that Prince who, unintentionally 
perhaps, prepared them for free- 
dom, while they were civilized as 
flaves. Of all the plans and fchemes 
of that great man, the moft admira- 
ble, though the leaft noticed, was 
that of abandoning two thirds of that 
empire to bears and to nature, to con- 
center the whole population in the pro- 
vinces which are within a pradicable 
diftance of the capital, and to ftrength- 
en his country by confolidation. This 
policy is a fatire upon the prefent 
reign ; a policy affuredly adopted by 
the intelligent part of the communi- 
ty J they have too much good fenfe 
not to lament, that all her powers 
have been turned againft her genius 
* and 
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and di^ofition, again ft her intereft, 
and to fee the deftruclion of her re- 
fources, without the acquifition of any 
folid advantage. Of what moment 
are vain and pompous conquefts^ 
which exift only in founds, in hymns, 
in Te Deums, and in feftivals ? * 

May 

* This fentence has been extended by the tran- 
ilator — no other liberty has been taken^ this 
Englifh verfion, fave only that of dividing it into 
Chapters, and adding a few notes. This Work 
has been authenticated to me, as the work of the 
King of Sweden, though it cannot be fuppofed 
that it was compiled without alTilliatice, as the 
Poflhumous^ Works of Frederick the Great were 
revifcd by the PrufHan Minifter, Count Hertz- 
berg. No pains haye been ^ared to make the 
tranllation and the printing as accurate as poiTible. 

It 
f 



J 
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May the fucceffor to this throne, 
that Prince, whom Europe has ob- 
ferved in his travels, accompanied 
with fuch modefty, an example of 
private virtues, and whofe benign 
inclinations may heal the wounds of 
thofe fruitlefs wars. May the Grand 
Duke be no longer guided by this ab- 
furd, and romantic policy. May he 
fubftitute in the place of fallacious 
grandeur, that true greatnefs which 

refults 



It is to be hoped the Public will accept of apo- 
logies for any miflake in a work undertaken in a 
period of indifpofition", and of political turbu-» 
lence ; which could not (the Public niuft fuppofe) 
be acompanied with ple^fant refle<5tions, nor be 
^together favourable to the literary purfiits of 
the tranflator. 



